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’ Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: What doth Jehovah require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God'?—Micah 6: 8. 


. March 15.—The Lawful Use hese Sabbath . 
. March 22.—Lessons by the Wa 
. March 29.—Review—Jesus the Great Teacher 


Luke 13: 10-17; 14: 1-6 
Luke 13 :'18-35 


x. January 4.—Jesus and the Children . . Mark " * 305 41; 10: 13-16 
2. January 11.—The Mission of the mmenny — Luke zo : 1- 24 
3. Jamaary 18.—The Good Samaritan. . . . Luke 10 : 25-37 
4. January 25.—Serving Jesus Luke 8 : 1- 3; 9: 57-62: 10 : 38-42 
5. February 1.—The Unfriendly Neighbor . Luke 11 : 1-13 
6. February 8.—Darkness and Light . Luke 11: 14-26, 33-30 
. February 15.—Christ’s Hatred of Shams .. ... . Luke 11 : 37-54 
i February 22.—Faith Destroying Fear ....... Luke 12 : 1-12 
g- March 1.—Trusting in Riches and ‘Trusting in God . Luke 12 : 13-34 
so. March 8.—Watchfulness (Temperance Lesson) . . Luke 12 : 35-48 
tr 
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The Sufficing Bible 
By Amos R. Wells 


HEN I am tired, the Bible is my bed; 
Gr in the dark, the Bible is my light ; 
When I am hungry, it is. vital bread ; 
Or fearful, it is armor for the fight. 
When I am sick, 'tis healing medicine ; 
Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein. 


If I would werk, the Bible is my tool; 
Or play, itis a harp of happy sound. a 
I£I am ignorant, itis my school; 
If. I amsinking, it is solid. ground. 
If I am cold, the Bible is my fire ; 
And it is wings, if boldly I aspire. 


Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide ; 
Or naked, it is raiment rich and warm. 
Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide ; 
Or tempest-tossed, a shelter from the storm. 
Would Ll adventure, ’tis a gallant sea ; 
Or would. I rest, it is a flowery lea. 


Does gloom oppress? The Bible is a sun. 
Or ugliness ? It is a garden fair. 

#&m:I athirst ? -How cool its currents run! 
Or stifled? What a vivifying air! 


Since thus thou givest of thyself to me, 
How should I give myself, great Book, to thee! 





Tf you would like to take up a Bible correspondence 
course or attend a school for Christian workers, write to 
The Sunday School Times for information about -a plan 
by which tt is intended to enable you to do this without 
money cost to yourself. 


The Great Exchange 

God's best’ gifts we may not receive unless we 
give him something in return. It is a strangely un- 
balanced, disproportionate sort of exchange ; never- 
theless itis a very real one. We must give God all 
the worst that we have and that we are in order to 
receive all his best. This best is Christ. As Bishop 
Moule has said: ‘‘He.[Christ] is liable for my debts ; 


I am inducted into His possessions. . . To his ac- 
count is placed my fall, my transgression, my guilt ; 
to ‘my account is placed his standing, his obedience, 
his merit, his righteousness, his large and glorious 
satisfactoriness to his own and his Father's law.’ 

What an exchange! I, a moral bankrupt, turn over 
to God all my unpaid bills, and he pays them and 
gives me, in Christ, his own character, his resources, 
his power, his life. The conditions that God imposes 


‘upon us for this transaction are not hard, are they? 


Grace is never hard ; it simply means the best for the 


worst. 
as 
The Handicap of Left-Overs 


To be in arrears in the day’s work is often as dis- 
astrous as going behind financially. The Christian 
should shun both forms of debt. A daily newspaper 
had this choice bit of business counsel ;: ‘‘Get the day’s 
work done to-day. Don't carry a mortgage over night. 
When you wake up to-morrow there should be no handi- 
cap of left-overs.’’ There will often be work that we 
plan for the day that mus¢ be left over or left undone. 
But the man who is serving Christ has the privilege of 
finding his Master's plan for the day, and when he 
finds that, there need be nothing in the plan left un- 
done over-night. ‘ Just what to leave out Christ will 
show us, and the strength needed for the extra work 
that should be done he will give us, so that life may 
be lived without the handicap of accumulating work. 


x 
Out of the Jungle 


No trusting child of God has ever overtaxed the 
resources of the grace of God. Twelve years ago 
there was, uncivilized in the jungles of Africa, a 
Liberian who was brought into the Methodist Mission 
in Monrovia, and received his early education there. 
Later he came to the Moody School at Mount Her- 
mon, Massachusetts. He won a high standing for 
scholarship, and one of his teachers said that he had 
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the best mind of any student he had ever taught. 
The young man took prizes in chemistry and physics, 
and gave his commencement address in Latin. Now 
he is a freshman at Harvard, It is his earnest pur- 
pose to return to his own people, and during holidays 
he has been reducing his native speech to written 
form, and with a teachér’s assistance translating from 
the Greek Testament into his own language all the 
parables of our Lord and the first few chapters of the 
Gospel of John. Most of us, if we had seen this 
young fellow a dozen years ago, would have thought 
that we had no right to expect, even of God's grace, 
such a speedy change, Yet his caseis only one of 
many for which it ic the privilege of our Christian 
schools to provide and work. How gladly we should 
pray for God’s guidance and blessing and use of every 
such life. And how joyously we should recognize 
Christ's sufficiency to lead us out of the jungle of any 
sin in which we may have lost our way, and to do it, 
not in twelve years, but now. 


— 
What is Back of Prayer? 


No true prayer ever originated in the heart of 
any man. Many a man offers true prayer; but every 
such prayer originates in the heart of God. Not only 
do ‘‘we love him because he first loved us'’ ; but, 
whenever we ask God for anything that is.according 
to his will, we ask him because he first asked us—to 
claim that very thing. What a confident matter this 
makes of prayer! It means that our most earnest, 
longing prayers are but the faint reflection of and re- 
sponse to God's infinitely more eager longing to give 
us those things, —provided these longings of ours,are 
in accordance with his will. As we ask for what he 
can approve, we may pray in quiet confidence that if 
we meet the simple conditions of prayer the answer 
cannot fail, because it has its birth in God's own de- 
sires and purposes, Everything good comes from 
God ; and even our act of asking blessings from him 
is his gift to us, 


Wishes a Large Part of Duty 


E HAVE been praying all our lives, and yet 
prayer is something which to our latest day 
has an element of novelty and difficulty about 

it. Weare constantly having to go into it all over 
again, and that is one of the things which disturbs us 
about it. Wé may have no doubts about the efficacy 
of prayer, and yet for all that the practise of it is a 
new. question every day of our lives. In many other 
matters we can look for the accumulations of years to 
come to our aid, Habit makes many things auto- 
matic, so that they demand no fresh effort ; but it is 
not so with prayer. . We cannot fall back upon past 
years of it, and the oldest Christian has his apostasies 
from it. It it an activity which has to be put in its 
place afresh every day of life. None need be sur- 
prised or feel ashamed that this is so. 

When we think of our duties, and with a fresh year 


of work before us, perhaps-that is what we are all’ 


thinking of most, let us not suppose that duty has 
only to do with action. Canon Mozley says that 
wishes ate a very real and a very large part of duty. 
Every life is full of wishes, and Christ says these are 
to be used and to be made a power. They may 
simply float across the mind and make us restless and 
unhappy, or they may be focussed and expressed and 
repeated until they become a power which molds cir- 
cumstances and changes all. The wish turned into a 
request becomes another thing. Oftentimes we simply 
harbor the wish, let it drift lazily in the mind, do noth- 
ing about it, refuse to exert the energy whichshall put it 
into form and words, and it is powerless. Expression 
involves some pain always, and so we abstain from it. 


But Christ tells men to ask. . They are to push 
these wishes a stage farther. ‘There is a duty to be 
performed with these desires. There is work for us 
to do with them. We may wish that we might trans- 
mit our desires to God by means of reverie, and that 
he would read off our wishes as they come into our 
minds, Why should it be necessary to put them into 
words when He understands all? “ Why should so lit- 
tle a thing as words be necessary with him? It ‘is 
because they are not a little thing with us, but a very 
hard thing, and expression means as hard work as 
there is in this world. A wish advances to another 
stage when it becomes a request, and to still another 
when it can be called a prayer. It is hard to ask. It 
is a grade above wishing. Most men in a general. way 
wish for better lives, more religion and earnestness, 
but they cannot get themselves to keep on asking for 
it;. Christ does not say, ‘‘ Wish, and ye shall receive."’ 
We hate to ask. _ We wish people wouid understand 
without it. We wish God would. Asking takes it 
out of us. There are stubborn natures that can hardly 
bring themselves to do it, and they will suffer and go 
without things that they desperately need rather than 
ask for them. We do put ourselves under another's 
power when we ask him for anything. 

But we also put another under our power when we 
ask him. People may turn us down, but our requests 
are felt by them. The man whom we turn away 
leaves all manner of conflicting emotions in our hearts. 
It may be the book agent, it may be a person in need, 
it may be some one who asked us to render some serv- 
ice or co-operation. We refused, but his request 
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stayed with us and rumbled all day, It left an effect 
upon us, Those who are skilled in securing funds 
for various benevolences and institutions take many 
refusals, some of which are churlish and seem to show 
even an antipathy to their cause, and then find, after 
a period of years even, that the refuser has never for- 
gotten that request, and what he once treated as an 
intrusion he now treats as something which has stand- 
ing. Years ago one of our educators approached a 
multi-millionaire in New York, told his story, and in 
response the millionaire turned, drew out of his pocket 
a two-dollar bill, and said he would give that toward 
it. The educator hid his chagrin, thanked him for 
the money, and expressed the hope that some day he 
would take an even greater interest in their institution. 
And years later, telling the story in print, the educa- 
tor said, ‘* Last year that man’s donation to us was 
fifty thousand dollars.’’ 

' Asking is a creative thing. Nearly all men long to 
create something which shall express their power and 
manifest their ability. Prayer is the great creative 
force: it changes relationships ; it is the chief influ- 
ence which a human being can exert. And in all these 
hardships and bafflings of prayer, these ceaseless be- 
ginnings over again, God is not dealing unkindly with 
our nature, but making us partakers of his own. 

Nothing would more tend to make us feel left out 
of the life around us than for us never to be asked to 
do anything. ‘To be sure, requests made of us have 
their annoying side at times, but beyond all this we 
should soon feel a dearth and sterility and an insig- 
nificance in our life if we should find that men were 
leaving us out and never asking us for anything. We 
are hurt when we are not asked. The very demands 
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and exactions of our fellows build us up. What they 
take out of us nourishes us, And we too glorify God 
by our demands of him. © Christ asked men to do 


what he did himself. Day by day he accepted the 


terms of human life, and those terms were prayers 
and supplications and thanksgivings. 

Often it seems to us that, after all these years and 
our many prayers, we ought not to be subjected to 
this process of beginning all over again. Yet we are 
always professing to desire that we might begin our 
life over again. Here is the one persistent and ever- 
present opportunity. But we need not be ashamed 
that after all we meet with such hindrances. All those 
who have prayed the best have confessed to these las- 
situdes, these neglects and coldnesses, None have 
ever told us a story of pride in prayer. If Bishop 
Creighton, whose power and wisdom helped shape 
many lives, had to confess that he never seemed to 
acquire any fund of efficiency in prayer, and that all 
he could say was that he just simply kept on at it, 
we need not be ashamed if that experience befalls us 
also. If Bishop Moule of Durham, who is one of the 
most devout of men, had to confess that for the most 
part he tended at once to sleepiness and wandering 
thoughts if he got upon his knees, and had to pray 
reverently standing up, the rest of us ought cheerfully 
to accept our own special hindrances in prayer and 
make light of them, and press on to turn our wishes 
into power by asking God. Asking turns our wishes, 
which were almost going to waste, into holiness and 
power and blessing. And prayer also has the power 
to sift and strain out multitudes of idle wishes which 
need only to be put into words for us to know how 
idle they are. 





The Bible as a Lesson Help 


It is easy to let lesson helps become lesson hin- 
drances, They do this when they prevent us from 
placing our chief dependence upon the Bible. An 
Ontario reader is rightly disturbed as to the danger of 
serious harm at this point, and he writes : 


I have observed for some time that teachers of the Bible are ' 


more and more depending rather on man-made helps for pre- 
paring the lesson than on the Bible itself. I attended a great 
Sunday-school convention last week, and when the question 
was put, '‘ What is the best bvok to help in getting the lesson 
ready ?"' a number of books (other than the Bible) were men- 
tioned. It would be acalamity for the movement of Bible 
study as at present observed if the Bible—the main text-book 
—takes the last place, or no place at all, in the study of that 
book, 

On what do we place the greater dependence as we 
start our lesson preparation for the coming Sunday— 
on the Bible, or on our helps to its study? An honest 
answer to this question will show whether we are mov- 
ing in a healthy or an unhealthy direction in our Bible 
study. Helps to Bible study have a large place in 
our equipment. It would be a sad day if the Chris- 
tian church were cut off from all the riches that former 
generations of Bible students have gathered unto 
themselves from their Spirit-led study. Yet the very 
fact that other men have been enabled to study the 
Bible to such advantage that we are greatly the gain- 
ers, is simply God's invitation to us to do as they have 
done, and reap for ourselves the blessings that can 
come only from one’s independent feeding upon the 
Word of God. 

Many readers of The Sunday School Times have 
learned for themselves the greater riches of their own 
individual Bible study, and they use the Times’ and 
other lesson helps to supplement and fill out their per- 
sonal Bible study, rather than to prevent or replace this. 
But perhaps there are others who have not yet realized 
the greater blessing of giving the Bible first place in 
their lesson preparation. To such the Editor would 
make a suggestion. Will they not make the experi- 
ment, in preparation for a coming Sunday-school les- 
son, of spending, say, four-fifths of their time for 
preparation upon the Bible alone, using only a good 
Concordance with it. For example, try this plan : 

Read over first the entire Scripture material chosen 
by the Lesson Committee,—not merely the portion 
printed in the lesson help, but the ex¢ire portion as- 
signed. 

Then read the material through again, jotting down 
on paper any and every point that specially impresses 
itself as a truth, or as a question to be looked up, and 
the like. 

If you have a reference Bible, look up every refer- 
ence to other parts of Scripture which is given in the 





Scripture of the lesson, ‘and see what light the Bible 


itself thus throws upon the lesson, Use the Concord- 
ance similarly for tracing out Bible words or ideas that 
may offer promising results. 

Make then a rough outline, or skeleton, of a plan 
for teaching the lesson in class, Think out the best 
way to begin in your class, the best way to carry the 
class through the Scripture material, the best way to 
bring the lesson to a close, with a summing up of the 
main teaching truth. 

Now note down such illustrations as you can think 
of out of your own past reading, or experience, or ob- 
servation, that will help to make the truths of the 
lesson simple and practical to the class. 

After having spent four-fifths of the entire time 
available for your lesson preparation, during the week 
preceding the Sunday of teaching, in such ways as 
have been suggested, use the last fifth of your time to 
run through whatever lesson helps you are in the habit 
of using. Let them correct any possible mistake you 
have made in your own study or interpretation, and 
add from them whatever material you find worth while 
that you had not already discovered for yourself. 

After trying some such simple plan for two Sundays, 
if it has not heretofore been your method, will you not 
write a letter to the Editor telling what results you 
notice in your own interest and profit in Bible study, 
and how it works in your class teaching? The Editor 
will also welcome letters from other readers who are 
already giving the Bible a greater place in their lesson 
preparation than all other helps. 
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Two Views of a Saint 
A saint is a redeemed sinner. God would have 

all men to be saints, now and here, in that he offers 
his Son Jesus Christ to be their Saviour. After the 
sinner has received Christ as Savjour, Lord, and Life, 
Christ can do wonderful things in him even while he 
remains a sinnér. The Editor was recently privileged 
to receive two letters that throw light on this matter of 
sainthood. A consecrated minister wrote concerning 
a Christian missionary who had spoken in his church : 

We rejoice in the sweet fellowship permitted with this hum- 
ble, sweet spirit. ‘Iruly a man after God's own heart, we 
have been wooed by his messages nearer to Him for whom he 
has sacrificed all things. I love him for his Christliness, and 
wonder not at all the marvels of grace and faith to which he 
testifies. 

This loving tribute came to the eyes of the mission- 
ary of whom it was spoken ; and he in return wrote : 

I am glad to have the confidence of my brethren in Christ, 


and I prize such a gracious gift from Ged, but} am by no 
means the kind of man that he paints me. It makes me feel 
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ashamed in the light of my own unworthiness before God; and 
if he only knewas I know how little there is in me to commend; 
and how much there is that only God's grace can keep mé 
from, and that is not commendable, he would by no means 
wish to praise me. 

Those who are closest to Christ are always the most 
keenly conscious of their own sinfulness and unworthi- 
ness, Such a man as this could not respond in any 
other way to the tribute that was paid him. Yet the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ is so infinite that our 
awful and hopeless unworthiness can be, moment by 
moment, so completely counteracted and overwhelmed 
by Christ within us that others shall see not us, but 


him, 
x 
Is Acting a Worthy Profession ? 


There is no likelihood of the theater, as an insti- 
tution, being removed from this world under present 
conditions. Apparently it has come to stay ; and the 
question of the Christian's attitude toward the theater 
is one of permanent importance. The Sunday School 
Times has freely expressed its convictions, for many 
years past, as to the evil tendency of the theater, and 
has based them upon what it believes to be the de- 
moralizing effect of acting as a life profession. But 
this position is by no means universally accepted 
among Christians; and a New York reader of the 
Times has forwarded a letter from a friend, a Christian 
minister, who earnestly dissents from the Times’ views. 
This letter reads, in part, as follows : 

I most emphatically dissent from the position taken by The 
Sunday School ‘limes respecting the theater and the drama. 
1 object to the sweeping condemnation of the dramatic profes- 
sion. ‘To my thinking the dramatic instinct is a natural, and 
so a divine, instinct. Every true orator, every effective 
preacher and teacher, is, to a degree, an actor. ‘To assert 
that in acting a story or a play you are encouraging unreality 
and hypocrisy is, from my point of view, ridiculous. You 
might with as much force assert that all art is unreal, and so 
the handmaid of dishonesty. If there are bad plays and im- 
moral actors, there are good and uplifting plays and pure and 
conscientious actors. ‘To assert, as the Editor of the ‘Times 
does, that the atmosphere of the theater and of the dramatic 
profession is necessarily degrading is to assert what is not 
true—so I believe. 

Not all acting is necessarily wrong or degrading. 
The dramatic instinct may, under some circumstances, 
be blessedly used, The orator and the preacher and 
the teacher, as this correspondent suggests, may in- 
clude moments of acting in their work, and be the 
more effective because of this. To play the part of an 
actor thus, in giving one’s message, is not necessarily 
to encourage unreality or hypocrisy. The Times 
gladly asserts its agreement with those who hold this 
view. 

But the actor’s devoting himself to the deliberate 
life profession of the art of impersonation, in order 
that more and more he may succeed in seeming to 
be what he is not, is in practical results a different 
thing from the preacher’s making the character he 
describes stand before us in living reality by the 
effectiveness with which he puts himself in that one’s 
place ; different, also, from the author's doing the 
same thing as he writes with convincing reality and 
power a story that he fairly lives through. A fun- 
damental difference between harmless acting and 
harmful acting apparently lies in the degree to which 
it is carried. The life profession of acting, The Sun- 
day School Times believes, is an unworthy profession, 
having an unhealthy and demoralizing tendency,— 
though in exceptional cases men and women have 
succeeded in largely resisting this tendency. What 
would be possible for the theater as an institution in a 
world of men and women from which the power of 
sin and of Satan was removed is another question, 
and not a practical one for present consideration. The 
acting profession in the world to-day has the regret- 
table distinction of being the most demoralizing of any 
life-calling that is countenanced by respectable men 
and women. Does it not seem reasonable to believe 
that there is a fundamental cause for this? 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father: We thank thee for the good 
things of life ; and we pray for an appreciative heart 
that refuses to be anything but glad. Oh, that we may 

grow to be buoyant, strong enough to laugh at life’s little frets, 
and to bear its heavy cares and sorrows without whimpering 
or complaint. ... Far more, we praise thee for the glorious 
gospel of Jesus Christ, with its vistas of eternal hope, and its 
benign assurances of everlasting welfare. Let this gospel 
bring us comfort anew this day ; comfort, not by soothing us 
to indolent ease and selfish joy, but by nerving us to action. 
Make us factors in thy kingdom, not mere spectators ; crea- 
tors, not critics; helpers of others, not pampered spiritual 
invalids and idle recipients. Constrain us to make our calling 
and election sure by the habit of doing good and making: oth- 
ers glad, 
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Beginning the Day with the Bible | 


How to get the most out of the “ Morning Watch” 





By the Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A. 





AY I urge on all readers of The Sunday School 
Times the importance of the ‘ Morning- 
Watch '’?—the spending of a special time 

apart at the very beginning of the day, before break- 
fast, alone with God in prayer and devotional Bible 
reading or study. If only God’s Spirit will put into 
my words what he has already put into my heart and 
experience ; if only I may unveil to others one tithe of 
the help I have derived and derive from this habit ; if 
only I can kindle a light on some unlit candles ! 

No one can be gladder than I for all the incentives 
to Bible study which abound in the present day. 
Our library-shelves teem with Bible-helps, aids to the 
understanding of manners, customs, habits, and en- 
vironment of the people of the Book. Such intel- 
lectual ability expended ; such brilliant exegesis ; 
such suggestive analyses ! But it is not of these that 
we are treating here. : 

You may dissect a flower, and in doing so forfeit 
its beauty and scent. So it is possible to know all 
about the Bible, and miss the Voice that speaks in its 
pages ; to learn all about the Word, whilst the Word 
evades you. A man might be able to discoutse on 
the necessary ingredients of food, and yet starve. 
The Bible may and must be studied in the light of 


modern research and intellectualiy, but in the still - 


morning-hour the Aeart niust feed on it. 


Where the Battle Center Is 

1. One of the first conditions of obtaining the maxi- 
mum of benefit from the morning watch is the fixed 
purpose to maintain it. We must build a ring-fence 
round that portion of the day which we devote to the 
recharging of our soul with divine energy. The foes 
that threaten it are as numerous and insidious as 
white-ants, which are the despair of the tropics. It 
is as though the order had gone forth, ‘‘ Fight neither 
with small nor great, but only with the maintenance 
of the morning watch.’’ It is not on the first or 
second or third morning that we begin to slacken, but 
on the fourth or fifth. In fact for some of us, who 
are late in going to bed, our habits in that respect 
must be modified if we are to hold to our resolve. It 
is next to impossible to rise early for our morning 
watch if we have sat into the small hours reading an 
exciting novel‘or talking gossip. We must retire to 
bed in reasonable hours, and our last thought should 
be a fixed resolution of keeping our tryst. 

I can see C. T, Studd standing before me as he did 
years ago in the early glory of an autumn sunrise, 
with his cricketing flannels worn over his ordinary 
dress to keep him warm, and affirming that he always 
left it to his Heavenly Father to awake him when he 
had slept long enough. On that particular morning 
I believe that I am justified in saying that he had 
arisen between 3 and 4 A. M. 

Hudson Taylor adopted another method. He told 
me once that during his long journeys in the interior 
of China, when he was obliged for months to sleep in 
the guest-chambers of Chinese inns, sharing the sur- 
face of the brick fire-stove with a dozen and more 
Chinamen, his only opportunity of keeping the morn- 
ing watch was between 3 and 4 A. M., when his 
companions were snoring around him. After having 
prepared a cup of tea, he lay and studied his Bible 
for an hour or two, and so habituated did he become 
to this habit that for years, when there was no need 
to maintain the. practise, he was accustomed to awake 
at the same hour. 

2. It is desirable,—at least this has been my ex- 
perience—to secure as much physical comfort as pos- 
sible during one’s Bible-study. For instance, tostudy 
the Bible on one’s knees may often be a mistake. 
Cold feet and shivering skin are equally inimical to 
the concentration of one’s thought and heart. Of 
course, the joy of the Lord will lift the soul above 
these discomforts and will richly. compensate those 
who will not be put back from following hard after 
Christ, whatever may be the outward circumstances. 
Mr. Moody kept his morning watch in the coal-shed 
because he could find no other place secluded enough. 
There was a fitness in this selection, for what coals 
are to the engine the Word of God is to the driving- 
forces of life. An ideal place for the practise of the 
morning watch is a room with a south or eastern 
angle, where the light and warmth of dawn will pre- 


A group of Christians, who had a few years before 
come into a new place in their Christian experi- 
ence where Christ was real and where Bible study 
and-prayer became a delight, were recently talking 
together of their spiritual problems since the new 
life began. ‘* My hardest fight and my greatest 
failure has been in the observance of the Quiet 
Hour,” was the confession that one after another 
im the group made. How can this defeat be turned 
into victory? Mr. Meyer, out of his own marvel- 
ously blessed experience, gives counsel that is rich 
in its practical simplicity and deep spiritual insight. 





dispose us to holy thoughts. When our Lord said, 
‘«Enter into thy closet,’’ he must have meant that 
each earnest soul will have some spot specially asso- 
ciated with its hours of meditation and prayer. 
Notice it is ¢hy closet. . The closet has been compared 
to the Holy of Holies of the ancient temple, the walls 
of which formed a perfect cube, whence the sights 
and sounds were shut out whilst the worshiper stood 
face to face with the glory of the Shekinah. . 

Our closet may be in a room in our house; or a 
favorite sheltered walk in a garden, as I have been 
told was the daily resort of our revered Bishop Moule 
during his residence in Oxford. But, whatever it be, 
every Nathanael- must have his fig tree, where, 
screened by the drooping foliage, he may see the 
ladder linking him to heaven (Jolm 1 : 50). 

3. Our prime employment in the morning watch 
should be to attune our hearts with heaven's min- 
strelsy. There should be much adoration and thanks- 
giving mingled with intercession and_petition. _/esus 
ts worthy to receive. . . . Too often we view the morn- 
ing hour. as one in which we are to get what we need 
for our life’s journey ; and we do not sufficiently re- 
member that our Saviour claims of us some of those 
alabaster-boxes, which fill his heart and heaven with 
the odor of their sweet fragrance. One is very accus- 
tomed to find one’s morning-mail crowded with let- 
ters asking for help of various kinds ; but I wasmuch 
gratified the other day with a letter from a boy inclos- 
ing me a little gift “of money as a proof of love. It 
was a pleasant surprise to vecezve, and to receive from 
a boy! So we must not be content to join the great 
throng of suppliants, which each day awakens in its 
slow and silent progress from the dawn on the moun- 
tains of Japan to sunset on the horizon of the Pacific ; 
but we must mingle with our confessions and petitions 
the glad outburst. of our 7e¢ Deums, which emanate 
from thankful and: adoring hearts, 


George Muller’s New Plan 

4. It is very desirable to learn from the experience 
of others what is the best order for the prayer-hour ; 
and here we may be greatly assisted by the example 
of the late George Miiller, who was a pastmaster in 
the holy art of intercession. He says, speaking of a 
definite change in his method, ‘‘ Before this time 
my practise had been, at least for ten years previ- 
ously, as an habitual thing, to give myself to prayer, 
after having dressed, in the morning. Now, how- 
ever, I saw that the most important thing I had to 
do was to give myself to the reading of the Word of 
God, and to meditation on it, that thus my heart 
might be comforted, encouraged, warned, reproved, 
instructed ; and that thus, by means of the Word of 
God, whilst meditating on it, my heart might be 
brought into experimental communion with the Lord. 
I began therefore to meditate on the New Testament 
early in the morning. The first thing I did, after 
having asked in a few words for the Lord's blessing 
upon his precious Word, was to begin to meditate on 
the Word of God, searching, as it were, into every 
verse to get blessing out of it ; not for the sake of the 
public ministry of the Word, not for the sake of 
preaching on what I had meditated on, but for the 
sake of obtaining food for my own soul. The result 
I have found to be almost invariably thus, that after 
a very few minutes my soul has been led to confes- 
sien, or to thanksgiving, or to intercession, or to sup- 
plication ; so that, though I did not, as it were, give 
myself to prayer, but to meditation; yet it turned 
almost immediately more or less into prayer.’’ 

To this testimony I would like to add my own, ex- 


pressed nearly in his own words, Formerly, when I 
rose, I began to pray as soon as possible, but often 
failed to be conscious of having derived any special 
encouragement, comfort, or inspiration from the ex- 
ercise. Often there was a long period of dryness, 
when the mind wandered, as though unable to con- 
centrate its thoughts. But when the practise, now 
under consideration, becomes habitual, there is little 
suffering of this sort. The soul is already nourished 
with divine truth, and without effort translates into 
prayer and intercession those holy thoughts with 
which it has already been fed. 

5. There are one or two hints that may further help 
us to make the best use of the morning watch. Use 
the same Bible: your own Bible: the Bible which is 
deeply associated with your saddest and happiest 
days. I like to handle my beautiful Bible. Its bind- 
ing, print, and general get-up appeal to me. The 
oranges of gold ought to lie in a basket of silver 
filigree-work. At the same time your Bible must not 
be so beautiful that you fear to mark it or subject it 
to hard usage. For when its superficial beauty has 
passed, the marked passages, the penciled dates in 
the margin, the verses blotted with tears, communi- 
cate a fragrance and preciousness which no gilt or 
leather or printer’s ink could give. Some are clever at 
making railway connections, as they are called, be- 
tween one word or verse and another, on the same 
page. To do this you underline the words that you 
desire to link together, and draw very faint lines be- 
tween them from one part of the page to another. 


Finding Pathways Through Scripture 

In my judgment, there is no way of studying the 
Bible like the use of the marginal references. When 
people ask me to direct them in Bible-study, my reply 
always is: Don’t set out to read much, but read 
deeply and well. Turn to the passages mentioned in 
the marginal references. Read them with thoughtful 
care. It may be that your message for the day will 
be found in one of these. It may even be that you 
will not get back to your original passage at all ; but 
that you will be beguiled from one verse to another, 
as if you were finding a new pathway through a lovely 
country, from the hills of which you were catching 
ever new glimpses of the landscape. It seems to me 
sometimes in the morning as though the Holy Spirit 
said : ‘*Come now, I will show you a new pathway of 
connected passages through Scripture’’ ; and I am 
led on from one passage to another, in a perfect 
romance of wonder and beauty. ‘‘ He shall take of 
mine,’’ said our Lord, ‘‘and show it unto you.’’ If 
your Bible is not a reference-Bible, save up your 
spare money and get one—if possible, the Revised 
Version, with its carefully selected references. 

It is well, whenever we open our Bibles, to pray : 
‘*Open thou mine eyes, that I may see.’’ ‘1 do 
praise God,’’ says one, ‘‘for the love he has given me 
for his Word, ever since I was born again, now thirty- 
seven years ago.’’ The secret is in receiving the Holy 
Spirit, which is the key to unlock the precious truth 
contained therein ; for the natural man understand- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he 
know them (1 Cor. 2:14). Surely in these days, 
when so many are being switched off into error, and 
are wresting the Scriptures to their own destruction 
(2 Pet. 3 : 16), we do well to remember Paul's advice 
to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3: 14-16. ‘*But continue 
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of. . . . Every Scripture is inspired of God 
and is profitable.’’ » 

I often ask people how many Bibles they have worn 
out in their lives, I believe that Mr. Moody's aver- 
age was one a year. He left behind quite a library 
of Bibles, which were filled with notes and references. 
They had been passed around to his friends, on the 
understanding that for each suggestion they took out, 
they should put one in. It is a sorry matter when the 
same Bible lasts us from youth to age. You should 
grow out of your Bibles, in the sense of discovering 
year after year new standpoints of vision and new 
levels of teaching. May the Spirit of God shine on 


each reader, each lover of the Holy Word, saying 
with the Psalmist: «*O how I love thy law ; it is my 
meditation all the day."* 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 
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The 


HAVE a friend of whom I 
would tell you. Asa friend 
he has become very dear to 

me. But it is not from the 
standpoint of friendship that I 
write. I have studied him with 
a cold journalistic eye, and some 
of the unbiased judgments thus 
formed are here set down, 

Recently I traveled from 
Auckland to Sydney with him, 
and the sharing of a cabin 
brought us closer together than 
we had been for many busy days. 
He is lean of face and lean of body, short in stature, and 
slight in build, this friend of mine. And he is handi- 

capped by his apparent youth. I say ‘‘apparent,"’ 
for, though he approaches forty, his severest critic 
would not saddle him with more than thirty years. 
When herises to speak in a public place hypercritical 
people in his audience ask, ‘What can this boy 
teach us?’’ Five minutes later those hypercritics, 
together with the rest of the ardience, are sitting up 
straight, heads bent slightly forward, ears alert. The 
‘‘boy’’ has caught them with his message. They are 
impressed, they are moved: Before he has finished, 
tears are in some eyes. 

He is a preacher with wonderful power, Men must 
listen to him, ‘ And yet, he is not an orator. He has 
no histrionic gestures, no rhetorical mannerisms. He 
neither thumps the desk, nor shouts ; but he grips 
and holds. . What then is the secret—his subject 
matter? In the main it is a collection of short stories, 
little incidents from life, linked to a simple exposition 
of a simple Scripture. The secret of his power is not 
discérnible from the pew; it lies in the life behind 
the pulpit—Spirit-filled, self-abnegating, inspired. 


Why His Clothes Do Not Fit 

By the private life of public men ye shall know 
them. It is of the private life of my friend that I 
would write. Like many great men—I maintain he 
is great, this friend of mine ; great in heart, in ambi- 
tions, in purpose, if not in stature—he has personal 
peculiarities. His clothes do not fit as they do in a 
fashion-plate. If you searched his pockets you would 
discover the cause. They are packed with small New 
Testaments, neatly bound in cloth, illustrated, and 
with a fine clear type. His clothes are loaded with 
them. His overcoat is unwieldy by reason of their 
weight. 

They are his visiting cards. When my friend 
meets a stranger on the street, he presents him with 
one ofthese little books, and it serves as an introduc- 
tion. He enters into conversation with the man, urg- 
ing him to put the Testament in his pocket, to carry 
it with him everywhere, and to read in it at least one 
chapter every day. If the conversation should be a 
long one, he will put his hand on the man’s shoulder 
and will talk with a note of appeal in his voice. I 
have stood close by and listened to one of these con- 
'versations, and I have heard my friend speaking to 

_ the stranger about the Kingdom of God. He is in- 
deed a great man, this friend of mine, with a master 

purpose dominating his whole life. He would kneel 
in the street, if the occasion demanded it, and pray 

| with a man concerned about his soul, That requires 
considerable moral courage. You say he is eccentric ; 
but can you tell me what is eccentricity? They said 
_ that Christ was eccentric because he acted unlike other 
‘men. No saner Christian than my friend ever fol- 
lowed in His steps. 

I have long since given up taking walks with this 
friend of mine. It is useless from the point of view 
of physical exercise, for, if the road be frequented by 
pedestrians we never get anywhere. And yet, there 

could be no more delightful Companion of the Road. 


His World-wide Army 

Bound up with all his interests until it has become 
an integral part of his life is a simple organization, 
which he has made world-wide by his untiring efforts. 
It is called the Pocket Testament League, and the 
name is self-explanatory. He seeks not so much to 
secure a multitude of members for it, as by it to 
spread around the world the Word of God, and 
through it to win men to Christ. He rarely boards a 


When the “* little general ’’ invaded Scot- 
land some time ago, he roused the sturdy 
Christian leaders there as they seldom 
have been roused before. He has recently 
returned to Scotland to complete the cam- 
paign. Thousands in America have al- 
ready enlisted in his ‘‘ army,” and many 
of his friends here are strongly hoping 
that before 1914 has passed the little leader 
himself will come to his home-land to con- 
duct his campaign in person. 
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tram-car without speaking to 
‘ the conductor, and giving him 

a Testament for his pocket. 

His railway journey is not a 
happy one if he fails to enlist 
the entire train-crew as mem- 
bers of his League. No uni- 
form makes him afraid, He is 
friend alike of the six-foot po- 
liceman and the diminutive 
message-boy, of the gold- 
braided military official and the 
stern hotel porter. His cheery 
‘Little book for your pocket, 

brother,’’ is among the happiest of my memories. 

Some Christian workers wait for a more suitable 
time to speak to individuals about the Kingdom of God, 
esteeming it wise to hit upon the psychological mo- 
ment, and thus they lose forever the golden opportunity. 
With my friend the hour is always opportune. A case 
in point occurred on our recent crossing from Auck- 
land to Sydney. We were very restless on that jour- 
ney. The ‘long and troubled wash of the Austral- 
asian seas’’ robbed us of our sleep. By day the 
passengers demanded constant attention ; by night 
the bells were never silent. My friend occupied the 
upper berth ; I the lower, - I remember waking one 
night to the confused murmur of voices. One of the 
stewards was in the room, a big man of thirty or 
thirty-five. The electric bulb reflected full upon: his 
face, and I saw it set and earnest, the brows knit,: the 
eyes troubled—unmistakable evidence of an inward 
struggle. My friend was talking to him about his 
soul. I glanced at my watch, It was two o'clock in 
the morning. That man became aChristian. Before 
we left the ship some of the passengers and more 
than a dozen stewards had Testaments in their pockets, 
while five of the latter—fine young fellows they were 
—had given their hearts to God. 

The life that is constantly giving out must of neces- 
sity take in. How then, in his busy life, does my 
friend manage to replenish the fire? He manages it 
by means of a little alarm clock that calls him, ere 
the sun is up, to a time of prayer, a season of refresh- 
ing. His day is packed with many engagements, but 
he contrives to spend severai hours of the twenty-four 
in meditation and prayers Bursting unceremoniously 
into his room, I have caught a glimpse of a kneeling 
figure beside a bed, on which lay an open Bible, and I 
haveretired reproved and wondering greatly. Although 
known and loved in several lands, this friend of mine 
is not famous as the world counts fame. His modesty 
forbids publicity, his quiet retiring nature shrinks 
from it. He would protest vigorously against this 
simple tribute of mine if he saw it, but many leagues 
of sea divide us. For at least two months I am 
safe. 


How Generals Are Chosen 

The Emperor of Germany has round him a body- 
guard of picked men, each one of whom must be not 
less than six feet three in height. The Kaiser per- 
sonally attends to this little detail of selection. I 
have seen the machine in the palace at Potsdam (it 
stands in a room close to the royal suite), with which 
the Emperor himself measures each recruit. It is 
necessary to be a giant to become a private in 
that bodyguard. But any one may be a general. 
There are no height restrictions for that post. Well- 
ington was not a big man. Napoleon was below the 
average height. My friend who, in his thick-soled 
American shoes would scarcely touch the five-feet-six 
mark, is also something of a general. I love to think 
of him as ‘‘ the little general.’’ 

He has all the qualities of a fighter, and that best 
quality of all, courage, —the courage of his convictions, 
—is strongest in him. Having on the whole armor of 
God, and with the sword of the Spirit for his weapon, 
he fights the great fight. But he is something more 
than a soldier in the ranks... His mind moves habit- 
ually on a lofty plane. His outlook is broad.. He is 
simply bubbling over with plans. Recently he. de- 
vised a scheme for distributing. the Word. of God 
broadcast throughout the Chinese nation. at, the pres- 
ent critical stage in its history,—-a plan that. is states- 
manlike in its breadth. His campaign will be thor- 
oughly organized. It is possible he may go to that 
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country himself, to mobilize his forces 2nd direct their 
Operations in person. 

But, ‘above all things, my friend is a preacher. . In 
a hundred ways, by his very life itself, he preaches 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. His parish has no boun- 
daries,—it is the wide world. His people are the five 
races of mankind. His name—but you have guessed 
it already—is George T. B. Davis ; and he lives solely 
- fulfil the command that is contained in Mark 
16 : 15. 

BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND. 
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How Bible Memorizing is 
Coming into Its Own © 


By George T. B. Davis 
When such t spread as was given by 


estimony is being 
one of America’s distinguished clergymen at the World’s 
Convention at Zurich, it is not to be wondered that many 


» than 
all the theology that I ever learned or failed to learn.” 


HE renaissance of Bible memorizing is one of the 
most significant signs of the times. Christian 
leaders in many lands, by example and by pre- 

cept, are returning to the custom so much in vogue 
among our forefathers of learning God's Word by 
heart. 

At the recent World's Sunday School Convention 
at Zurich the {venerable ex-president of a theological 
seminary in America told me that he considered the 
memorizing of Scripture the greatest need of the 
Sunday-school system of to-day. Dr. James M. Gray, 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, says: ‘‘ If you 
want to be blessed and be a blessing. memorize the 
Bible.’ It-is said that the, Bishop of Durham,,in 
England, is. now learning the One, Hundred and 
Nineteenth Psalm in Hebrew as he. takes his morning 
shave. In Australia Dr. W. .H; Fitchett, editor, 
author, and college president, rises early in the morn- 
ing to memorize the Bible. He says it is only by 
learning it by heart that we get the full sweetness and 
glory of God’s messages. ai 


The Way the Plan was Started 

Providentially a few years aga, just when the tide 
for memorizing Scripture was beginning to return, a 
movement was inaugurated which ideally meets the 
need of the age in this respect. It is called the ‘‘ Bible 
Success Band,’’ and is a plan for learning a verse of 
Scripture daily. By this method entire psalms and 
chapters are hidden in the heart in the course of a 
year, and become an enduring possession. 

The movement was started by Mrs. E. A. R, 
Davis, an American woman living at the. time in 
England, as a spiritual help to her scattered family 
and friends. But Christian leaders quickly saw its 
value, and it has now become a world-wide mdve- 
ment, with strong branches in Australia and New 
Zealand, in China and Japan. 

From different lands and from people of diverse 
occupations come testimonies of the blessing and 
value of the plan of daily learning a verse of Scrip- 
ture. Mr, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, after testing the plan of the 
Bible Success Band, has already said in these colunins : 

There are peculiar and very rich blessings in the memoriz- 
ing of Scripture. Not only does it give God frequent oppor- 
tunity to speak directly and searchingly to us, but it gives 
us an opportunity to look deep into the heart-meaning of 
the words that we are memorizing, until we see in them 
beauties and riches and a power that we never saw before. 
We can learn what our covenant-keeping God meant when 
he said to Joshua, ‘‘ Thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night.”? The present writer can testify that in the Scrip- 
ture which he has this year been committing to memory 
he has found riches that he had never seen before, though 
that same Scripture had long been familiar to him. 

And he is grateful to the ‘‘ ible Success Band’’ for 
leading him into these riches. It isthe use of the plan of 
that Band that has brought him, with thousands of others, 
into the new blessings of Scripture hid in the heart. ‘‘ The 
Bible Success Band ’’ is quietiy doing its work around the 
globe ; it has the quietness, and it has also the power, of 
Him who says, ‘‘ Be still, and know that I am God.”’ 


And the movement is for all ages—the oldest as 
well as the youngest. Mrs. Elizabeth Davis of Ash- 
land, Oregon, who recently passed to her reward at 
eighty-nine years of age, had been a member of the 
Band for years, and was able at the end of the twelve 
months to repeat the entire 365 verses. 

From England comes the testimony of Miss L. S. 
Williams of Edgbaston, Birmingham, who has the 
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largest branch of the Young Women's Christian As- 
sociation in the British Isles, and who this year has 
used about 400 Bible Success Band booklets. She 
writes of the blessing it has been to herself, her house- 
hold, and her girls : 


I have found it a far greater joy than I had even antici- 
pated—verses that one had hastily read (such as Phil. 4 : 
22) as having no personal message, have become full of 
meaning and divine purpose, when learned and thought 
and prayed over through a whole day. Passages which 
have always been difficult to me (as the early verses of 
Eph. 3) have been cpened up wonderfully as I have pon- 
dered over them. 


‘The suggestion of saying the verses daily while gathered < 


round the breakfast table has been a real help to us all, 
and enables us to get afresh and ‘ family’’ view of their 
message for the day, while assuring the reviewing of the 


’ particular chapter we are learning. 


Finding the Band such a help to myself and household I 
naturally desired to win all the members of 3 Young 
Women’s Christian Association branch to ? pan he girls 
soon took it up with much enthusiasm, and each one who 
has joined has tried to enlist others. ... 


The movement is for all classes. A Birmingham 
policeman, writing to the founder, says: ‘‘I am glad 
to tell you that I now find it quite easy : committing 
to memory the daily verse. As soon as | have 
learned the verse for the day I write down the one for 
the next day. With God's assistance I hope to get 
others to join your wonderful ‘‘ Success Band,’ which 
has been rightly named.’’ In similar strain a uni- 


versity student writes to a Cambridge lady who in- . 


duced him to join. 


At the Breakfast Table 

From Australia come two suggestions for using the 
Bible Success Band in the home and in the Sunday- 
school. Mr. W. J. Tunley of Brisbane, Queensland, 
says: ‘* For several years past the memorizing of a 
verse each day on the Bible Success Band plan has 


formed a part of our family worship, and has proved . 


of such great benefit that I can confidently and earn- 
estly recommend it to others, Immediately after 
breakfast each morning we commence by reviewing 
the verses learned during the few days preceding, 


* after which the verse for the day is read aloud two or 


three times by all in unison. A brief explanation of 
the text follows, then Bibles are closed, and an at- 
tempt made to repeat the text from memory. 

«‘This can rarely be done without stumbling, but the 
efforts of one and another to recall whatever words 
may be forgotten serve to fix the language of the text 
firmly in the mind of each, as well as furnishing an 
interesting and useful mental exercise. After a ref- 
erence ‘o the Bible to insure correctness, the text is 
repeated once or twice by all together, and then we 
pass on to the usual reading for the day. 

‘«Each evening a few minutes is spent in review- 
ing passages already memorized, a psalm or chapter, 
or perhaps a number of isolated texts being taken, 
and each member of the family taking part."’ 

The second suggestion is from a consecrated Sun- 
day-school teacher in Ballarat, Victoria. She says : 
‘«We are doing all we can to gain members. My 
Bible class learn the verses daily, and repeat them to 
me weekly,’’ 

Is not this a simple and delightful plan which may 
be used in Bible classes throughout the world? For 
teacher and scholar to learn the same verse daily 
binds them together in spiritual fellowship during the 
week ; and then at the class on Sunday it may be 
well to spend two or three minutes in repeating in 
concert the verses learned during the week. 

To the writer, the memorizing of a daily verse of 
Scripture according to the plan of the ‘‘ Bible Suceess 


Band"’ has been a never-failing source of inspiration . 


and blessing for six years. Often after reviewing a 
verse half a hundred times, some new meaning, or 
some fresh application of it to daily life, will flash 
forth and flood one’s soul with joy and glory. Per- 
sonaily I learn the verse for the following day at night 
before retiring ; and next morning, while dressing, 


’ take time to repeat several of the psalms or chap- 


ters previously memorized. This gives one God's 
Word as a pillow at night ; and as a refreshing breath 
of heaven the aext morning. Also it helps one to 
carry out Deuteronomy 11 : 18-21, and so secure the 
promised ‘‘days of heaven upon the earth.’’ 


The booklet of the Bible Success Band for the coming 
year contains the list of the Psalms and chapters to be 
memorized during 1914. It includes the ‘* Psalm of Life,’’ 
the ** Psalm of Joy,’’ the ‘* Travelers’ Psalm,’’ etc. ; and 
the Wedding Chapter, the Warfare Chapter, the Duty 
Chapter, the Light Chapter, etc. 

The booklet also contains the stirring messages hereto- 
fore given on the blessing of memorizing Scripture by such 
workers as Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, Mr. S. D. Gordon, 
and Dr. W. H. Filchett, LL.D., together with messages 
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for 1914. There are also the words and music of three 
hymns written by Robert Harkness especially for the move- 
ment: ** Repeat It O’er and O’er,’’ ‘ ’s Word in the 
Heart,” and ‘* This Book of the Law,”’ 

The illuminated cover of the booklet makes it a real 
work of art. It is lithographed in several colors and gold, 
and is a modern counterpart of the beautiful illuminated 
manuscripts made by the monks in the middle ages. 
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This Bible Success Band booklet, as long as the limited 
supply lasts, may be had from ‘he Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., at 10 cents 
each, or $1 per dozen. 

Will not those who read these lines pray earnestly for 
God’s blessing upon the founder, officers, and mémbers of 
the Bible Success Band; and that the movement may 
spread in a marvelous manner throughout the entire world ? 





[ Getting a “Bad Bunch” into Bible Classes 


When the justice of the peace started a 
“man’s job” in a “ hopeless” town 


By William S. Mitchell 








It reads like a story, but these are real men, though the names are changed, and it is 

a true narrative of what happened in a little town noted for gambling and drinking. 

But a men’s Bible class need not be working in such surroundings to find in this 
account a secret for getting the impossible done in their own work, 


N HIS little office as justice of the peace the new 
- chairman ofthe district sat looking resenttully at 
a little heap of letters from the President of the 
County Sunday-school Association. There they lay 
in order, one for every day of the preceding week. 
Their burden was the same. He knew it by heart. 
At first he had laughed softly as they came, but their 
insistent, stinging questions had at last pricked him 
into a semblance, at least, of discomfort. They were 
not to be igriored, for in two hours the mail would 
bring another. Their question was, ‘*Why don't 
you get busy? Get some men’s Bible classes out 
there !"' 

The problem of the yearly convention of the County 
Sunday-school Association had been its remotest dis- 
trict. Far off the beaten line of travel, with few cen- 
ters and a lumbering country feeling the effects of the 
passing of its chief industry, with scattered churches, 
meagerly supported and growing yearly more discour- 
aged, do you wonder that the president and his offi- 
cers groaned whenever the name of this district was 
mentioned? The time was at hand when some deci- 
sion must be made, Almost in despair the president 
had called for suggestions, hoping for some chance 
straw which might save the situation. Hesitantly a 
single name was offered as chairman for the district. 
No one knew much about the man named. He was 
a chance shot. Perhaps the situation might not suffer 
too much ; he was put in. 

«* Bible classes !’’ thought the new chairman as he 
looked at the letters. ‘* Men's Bible classes !’’ Aim- 
lessly his glance wandered through the dingy window- 
panes and down the single street of the little country 
town. Hedid not need to see the inside of those 
dilapidated little country stores to know the answer. 

‘*Wonder if that guy up at the County Seat thinks 
I'm a hypnotist? Get that bunch into Sunday-school ! 
Well, that would be a man’s job."’ 

The last trailing phrase of his thought clung to 
him—‘‘a man’s job!"’ Its taste lasted on his men- 
tal palate. That was their reason for picking him 
for the job of chairman ; they thought he could do a 
man’s job! Unconsciously his interest had sharp- 
ened. Just a moment before he had been dreading 
the next letter from the county seat, but this is for- 
gotten. Half in earnest, half curiously, he is sum- 
ming up the situation, Man by man the little com- 
munity passes in review. He knows them. ‘Trust a 
country justice of the peace for that! Things were 
clearing a bit. It might be done. Why not try it, 
anyway? It would at least furnish an answer to the 
letters, 

Slowly the impulse crystallized into a conviction, and 
a plan came into view, ‘‘The whole trouble is that 
these preachers have been hammering the fellows till 
they hate to go to church worse than a singed cat. 
Of course I know that things are wrong in town, but 
smashing the sinners won't bring them any nigher 
saving.”’ 

The plan formed, instantly came action. The 
chairman started down the street to find the minis- 
ters. To each of them he propounded the same 
question. 

‘*Do you want to see gambling and drinking stop 
in this town ?’’ 

The answer was emphatic, but not as emphatic as 
the chairman's rebuttal. 

‘*If you will stop hammering gambling and drink- 
ing, and give the boys the straight gospel when they 
come around to your shops, I'll undertake to stop 
these things in less than six weeks !"’ 

_The preachers sadly smiled him to scorn. They had 
been - fighting also—longer than six weeks! Well, 


any chance is better than no chance, so they agreed 
with him upon an armistice. 

His next proposal was to his own pastor. 

‘* Parson,’ he said, ‘‘ we're going to start a men's 
Bible class.'" His pastor looked mildly interested, 
with the hint of a suspicion in his glance, 

‘*Who will teach it?’’ he inquired, 

‘*Why, you will !’’ was the optimistic rejoinder of 
the chairman, 

The pastor thought for a moment of those lounging 
men along the village street and their half-derisive 
grins 2s he passed by, and twisted uneasily in his 
chair. ‘‘I'm willing, but you couldn't get a cor- 
poral’s guard of those chaps down there to attend a 
Bible class."' 

‘*Oh, that's the trick, is it? Well, I'll bark up the 
fellows if you'll attend to the Bible part of the job,"’ 
said the chairman. 

Really, it wasn't so hard, after all; but there was 
the Methodist church. Dangerous business butting 
in this way into other denominational preserves, but 
‘*a man’s job,’’ thought the chairman, and hurried on. 

There was one obvious man for the place in the 
Methodist church. Everybody the country over knew 
‘*Doc’’ Jones. Country doctors of the right sort 
must be called, like preachers ; their influence is so 
great, so good. ‘*Doc’’ was a quiet, shy little man, 
beloved by every one, and brave as a lion when 
fighting against disease and for a life, but always sit- 
ting in the back seat at church. Not that he wasn't 
a Christian. There was not a man in town who would 
not have whipped off his coat in a minute to avenge an 
insinuation that he was not. If the chairman could 
get ‘‘Doc’’ to take the Methodist class, that problem 
was solved. 

Sauntering into the little office of the physician the 
chairman casually began: ‘*Say, Doc, I’ve been 
thinking we ought to do something for the fellows 
around the town. You know they're going to the bad 
pretty fast, some of them. Why couldn't we rig up a 
Bible class or two and rope them in for something 
better ?’’ 

‘*Doc’’ looked the chairman squarely in the eyes. 
‘«Now see here, Brown, you've got something up 
your sleeve. You're going to ask me to teach one of 
those classes, now, aren't you?"’  * 

The chairman grinned joyously, unabashed. 

**You’ve got it, Doc, You are the man for the 
Methodists over here. Now come aiong into the 
bandwagon.”’ 

The doctor thought seriously for a long time, then 
spoke. ‘‘I’m pretty poor stuff for teachifig, but it's a 
man’s job and ought to be done. I'll do it if you'll 
get thirty men for the class. Now there’s your an- 
swer, and it’s up to you.’”’ 

‘‘Whew!’’ That was putting it up to him, 

Outside the door of the office who should the chair- 
man encounter but big Bill Brady the blacksmith, 
and the ringleader of the crowd in town. 

‘*See here, Bill, I am scouting around for some 
Bible classes here in town, and I want you to turn 
out. Let me put your name first on my list.’’ 

The blacksmith stopped short in his tracks. 

‘* Me at a Bible class? Wouldn't I jest naturally 
fit into them premises ? Say, brother, you're kiddin’. 
I wouldn’t go near these measley old churches of 
yours, The last night I was there the parson shot me 
up for fair,—just peppered me with rock-salt and 
brimstone.”’ 

The chairman never hesitated for a moment. 

‘* Bill, you remember when vour kid was sick last 
summer, and we all thought Doc couldn't pull her 
through ? You swore that if she lived you would turn 
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over the whole volume of leaves ; isn't that what you 
said ?"’ 

A mist clouded the blacksmith’s eyes for a minute. 

‘*Guess you're right, Brown. You get Doc Jones 
to take that class, and I'll pull out twenty of the fel- 
lers !"’ 

The chairman grinned broadly. 

‘*Up to you, Bill, Don’t you fall down on the 
job of those twenty men. I have Doc all right.”’ 

Later that afternoon the justice of the peace had a 
number of interested callers. Half the loungers 
along the street had occasion io visit his office. 

‘Here, Brown, what is this about the Bible class 
the blacksmith is starting, —is that straight ?*’ 

«« Sure is,’ answered the chairman. ‘* We're just 
getting in line. Why, down at the county seat you're 
a nobody unless you’ re wearing one of these little red 
buttons. Better get in line.’’ 

Four weeks later, almost to the day when the chair- 
man started on his campaign, the little country town 
was clean of the evils which had been the destroving 
forces among its men and boys. Every Sunday 
morning there gather within the three little churches 
of the town three groups of earnest, resolute men to 
study the deepest wisdom this world has ever known. 
Practically every man in town is in one of these 
classes. There has been no gambling known in town 
for months; and drinking has gone out of fashion. 
The chairman has kept his word with the preachers, 
and from those town pulpite Sunday after Sunday 
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there come straight and seasching and yet loving mes- 
sages of the saving Christ,—messages strengthened 
and made effective by the comradeship and new-born 
purposes of those men with the adult class button on 
their coat lapels. No, they are not all Christians 
yet, but they are on their way. 


You will find on the chairman's desk, were you to. 


drop into his office some afternoon, a little packet of 
soiled envelopes with the stamp of the county seat 
upon them; and probably, if you pressed him for the 
story, he would tell it to you much as he told it to 
me, and then, with a twinkle in his eye, picking up 
the little packet he would say: 

**L guess these are the fellows that did the busi- 
ness. I didn’t think much of them when they first 
began coming. I used to wonder what kind of a soft- 
headed chap they had down there running things, but 
it’s like drops of water, I guess. The last one hit me 
like a twenty-pound sledge, and I had to get busy. 
They’ re all there but the last one. I fired that back 
at the president with the story of those three men’s 
classes of ours scrawled across the back. I had my 
Dutch up that day, I can tell you, but we’ re the best 
of friends now."’ 

‘‘ And,”’ he added, sheepishly, ‘if I do say it as 
oughtn’t, the boys have sorter slated’me for his job 
whenever he’s through. Say, I'll know one thing 
anyhow. These little fellows,’’ patting the package, 
‘« will tell me how to put it‘through."’ 

Oi City, Pa. 









A well-known religious leader in ¥Y. M. C. A. work, upon returning from an extended 
tour in the interest of Bible study, said that his trip had burned in the conviction that 
the great need, beyond all methods of Bible study, was actually to start and. keep up 


the studying. 


Any method, he said, was better than the prevailing method of not 


doing the thing. The letters on this page about Bible study methods that have been 
found helpful may not only. prove suggestive as to ways of studying, but may stimu- 
late our zeal in the searching of the Scriptures daily. 


Using the Great Commentary.— The most helpful 
method of studying the Bible that I have found has been that 
of using the Bible as a commentary on itself. With every 
versé in the Bible, from’ Genesis to Revelation, I have read 
the accompanying marginal references. Afier studying 
the references, often when the meaning of a verse still did 
not seem clear to me, the marginal references to the refer- 
ences already examined were also read. 

To illustrate this method of study, I will give one text: 

**And [he] came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth ; 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the 
prophets, that he should be called a Nazarene’ (Matt. 
2: 23). 

I Te by the text that it was foretold in the Old 
Testament by the prophets that Jesus would be called a 
Nazarene. I looked in vain forthe prophecy. I looked 
up the references and searched the Concordance for more ; 
but could not find translated into English in the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures the word Nazarene as applied to the 
Messiah. I read in John 1 : 45 that Philip told Nathanael: 
** We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth.’? The margin referred 


to Zechariah 6 : 12, and Zechariah 6 : 12 referred to 3 : 8, - 


and that to Isaiah 4:2; 11:1; and to Jeremiah 23: 5 
and 33:15. Each of these texts spoke of the Messiah as 
a Branch—a “‘ righteous Branch’’ and a ‘‘ glorious and 
beautiful Branch,’ 

But nowhere did I find the word ‘‘ Nazarene.’’ So I 
applied to the Hebrew scholar of our family to know what 
was the Hebrew word for ‘‘ branch,’’ and learned that the 
Messiah was called Mefser—a shoot, sprout, branch. And 
every time any one called Jesus a Nazarene they pro- 
nounced one of the predicted nc— > of the Messiah, making 
the text indeed a very striking prophecy.—A/rs. James H. 
Earle, Pomona, Cai, 


For Bible Class Teaching.—As I have spent some 
thirty years of my life in Sunday-school work, and about 
that much of my time in trying to teach the Bible, the 
study of the Word became a necessity to me. Butiif I 
had not previously learned the difference between reading 
the Bible and studying it I never would have tried to teach 
what it contains. I will give an outline of my general 
method of preparing the iesson for my Bible class, in 
which we use the International Uniform Lessons. 

I begin the study of each lesson on the previous Sunday 
afternoon. I begin with the reading of the Bible passage 
selected for the lesson, I have at hand Young’s Analyti- 
cal Concordance, and I first think carefully over the text 
and contexts and references without any other help, but 
always first appealing to the Source of Truth to open my 
eyes that I may see. Having excrcised my own mind on 
the text of the lessor, I take up the lesson helps supplied 
by. the church, and try to digest what they have to say 


‘noting certain points. 


about it. Then J leave the lesson for that day. On'Mon- 
day, or as soon thereafter as 1 find’a half-hour or -more. to 
devote to it, I take up The Sunday School Times, and 
carefully consider everything that I find there, whether 
directly bearing on the Sunday-school lesson or not, which 
may give me further development in my apprehension of 
Truth.— George L. Holyoke, Woodstock, N. B. 


A Book at One Sitting.—As an example of the value of 
studying the Bible by books, I have a helpful: exercise, 
which. came to me through Miss Palmer of Dr. White’s 
Bible school, in New York City, This was the study of 
a book at one sitting. She gave us for the next day’s 
lesson the book of Mark, with a list of questions for our 
guidance in analyzing the book. 

One Sabbath morning, a few weeks ago, I gave a modi- 
fied reproduction of the questions to our Young - People’s 
Society, as I had been unexpectedly called upon to lead 
the evening meeting—a rally in Bible study. I asked those 
who would have the afternoon free to read Mark through, 
We came together with decided 
interest in the evening. 

The following is Miss Palmer’s list of. questions, which 
have been preserved by being interleaved .into my Bible : 

1, Enumerate all the characteristics of Mark. noted on 
first reading. 

2. Note words prominent in Mark. 

3. What are prominent omissions ? 

4- How many miracles? What kind of miracles most 
prominent? What kind of miracles peculiar to Mark ?. 

5. What are the parables in Mark? What parables pe- 
culiar to Mark? 

6. To whom is Mark not written? Proofs? 

7. Is there any internal evidence as to whom the book 
was written ? 

8. Compare arrangement of material in Mark with Mat- 
thew. (We had just finished a study of Matthew.) 

9g. What would you say of the activity of Jesus from 
Mark ? 
be What of the effect produced upon.the people by-his 
life ? 

11. What of the authority of Christ as taught by Mark? 

12. Outline Mark according to periods, 

13. What is the setting of Mark geographically? 
ms Compare account of passion week in Matthew and 

ark. 

15. What proof is given that Christ is the Son of God? 
—Mrs. Frank Last, Scottsdale. Aris, 


Getting the History Straight.—I have found that it is 
one thing to read the Bible and ‘anether thing to study it. 
In the ordinary reading of the books as given, I-found my- 
self often in a wilderness of confusion. I would réad: of 
certain kings and events in the Book. of Kings; and‘then by 
and by of the same things in. Chronicles, and: then ‘after 
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reading: Job, Psalms, ete., I would come to Isaiah: and 
read some more about the same events. 


But a little manual came into my hands . 


which arranged the Bible history and facts in chronological 


order, and indicated a certain amount for study each dey 


in the year. It was a close study, inch by inch, with 
erences back and forth. This course I followed for an 
hour or more daily for the whole year. 
of the year I began again in the same way for another 
ear. 
J This study gave me a very clear idea of Jewish history. 
I found that the whole Old Testament history was con- 
tained in the first half of the Bible up to Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, and that all of the other books—the Psalms and 
ee agg ag chronologically somewhere in that 
istory. By locating each prophet in his proper poe, I 
found that there was some special condition whic 
forth the writer’s best efforts. For example, Ezekiel was 
a book of mystery until I found that that prophet was one 


Then at the end - 


called . 


of the first exiles to Babylon, and that he was trying to © 


hold the people right while they were there. 
was at the same time doing his best back at Jerusalem be- 
fore the final destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. 


Jeremiah , 


Since then I have gotten hold of Byington’s Chart of ; 


Jewish National History (The Sunday School Times Co., 

25 cents). This chart has been of unlimited benefit and 
leasure tome. I have even taken a pen and red ink and 
cated each prophet in his proper place on that chart. 


I also make free use of the maps of Bible lands, Pales- » 


tine, Egypt, Chaldea, and Europe. When I read of.a 
place, I stop and look it up. I also try to find out all I 
can about those countries and their people. 

In this way I have learned much of God’s character, and 
his will concerning his people then, and I can understand 
and read his dealings with us now. I have taught and 
superintended Sunday-schools for over fifty years, and yet 
I study my lessons as thoroughly as ever, never going 
before a class, school, or audience without preparation.— 


~ Joseph Romig, Independence, Kans. 


on the Uniform Lessons.—I have been teach- 


ing Bible classes for more than a third of a century: for. 


some seven years I taught a class of from fifty to one hun- 
dred teachers: for over five years I taught a class of men 
with an enrolment running up to three hundred and fifty, 
and‘ an average attendance of about one hundred and 
seventy-five. 


Ihave always stuck strictly and tenaciously to the. Inter- — 


national Uniform Sunday-school Lessons as the one sys- 
tematic method of Bible study, 


Each year I have provided myself with the best selected 


literature covering the lessons for the year, and with al] 
collateral reading I could afford. I have always included 


The Sunday School Times apd my own church publicatiag.” 


As the best critical’ commentary, I prefér and, use Schaf’s 


‘“Lange,”’ and for the running comment I use chiefly the” 


Expositor’s Bible. In addition to these, in the Gospel 
studies I use Edersheim, Geike, and Farrar, but mainly 
the first, and for the Epistles, Conybeare and Howson’s 
** Life of Paul.’”’ ‘Io these I have added many volumes 
on particular subjects and on certain phases and portions 
of Bible history. 

In studying a particular lesson, or the chapter contain- 
ing the lesson, I have a certain number of standing inter- 
rogation points : 

1,. When was this narrative spoken or written ? 

2. Who spoke or wrote it ? 


3. What were the circumstances under which it was 


spoken or written ? 

4. To whom was it spoken or written ? 

5. For what purpose was it spoken or written ? 

6. What did it mean to tlie person or persons to whom 
it was addressed ? 

7. What doés it mean to me ? 

8.. How can I show its meaning to others? 

These questions mean the study of history, exegesis, 
doctrine, homiletics, and the practical. 

In my: study, I neither forget the purpose nor overlook 
the — of the Book, and I study it with this definition 
in mind: ‘* The Bible is the history of the world, or of 
mankind, so far as that history relatés to the creation and 
fall of man, the promise, preparation, and accomplishment 


of his redemption, and his restoration to the Edenic state.’”” 


—jJ. W. Thompson, Washington, D. C. 


The Bible Epochs.—Disconnected. fragments of the . 


“*Geed Book ’’ cannot be studied with mind and heart 
improvement, 
whole can: be studied with best results, and these epoehs, 
when analyzed, cover all details, which cannot of them- 
selves be valuable when disjointed. 
shaps be clearer when I cite the International Course-of 

essons. for several’ years. 
have given rich returns for those who followed the various 
epochs treated, as 

The; Synoptic Gospels, 1906. 

Patriarchs and Judges, 1907. 

United Kingdom, 1908. 

Life of Paul, 1909. 

The Divided, Kingdom, 1910, 

Matthew’s Gospel, 1911. 

In the estimation of the writer, who both studied and 
taught these superlative groupings, nothing can offer.a finer 
field for research, Diffused as they were over a consider- 
able period of time, and expounded by the sincere and 
learned from pulpit, Sunday-school rostrum, and in many 
forms.of best literature, the lessons came to me as a renewed 
gift of spiritual manna.— Robert /Zilton, Cincinnati, O, 


Certain it is, the epochs that make up the: 


My. meaning: will: 


An honest desire to learn must. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 
Getting Started in Class 
ID you ever look through the wrong end of a 
pair of opera-glasses or spy-glasses? One of 
the queerest sensations in the world is to look 
through the wrong-end of the glasses at your own 
feet and try to wal onacrack. Those feet seem so 
far away that yot' can’t manage them properly, and 
can’t keep them on the crack without considerable 
wobbling. Your brains can get put _— just that 
same way. If one idea gets too firmly fixed in your 
consciousness, it will twist every other idea that 
comes along. A good example of the way in which 
a wrong and re idea will twist a man’s judg- 
ment so that he cannot see straight in the simplest 
circumstances is the case of a pickpocket who was 
caught red-handed not long ago and haled before the 
court. , The judge had had the same man before him 
several times before, and on the last offense had 
warned him that on a repetition of it he must go to 
the penitentiary for a long term. Leaning forward 
over the desk, ‘he said: ** Tell me why you took that 
man’s watch when you knew it was wrong.” Look- 
ing squarely at the jndge the thief replied: ‘* Judge, 
tlie old fellow was looking into a window, and his 
watch-chain was hanging out so’open and easy, and 
it was such’ a good chance that I couldn’t resist it. 
Judge; you couldn’t have resisted it yourself, it was 
such’ a good chance.” An honest man would never 
have seen a chance to steal, but a darkened and dis- 
honest mind: would not only see it, but wonder why 
every one else didn’t see it too. That is what Jesus 
was talking about when he spoke of ‘‘ the light that 
is in thee.’ 


The Téacher’s Preparation 


(The references except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


‘Tiere are certain fixed ways—laws—in which the 


human mind must act. Immorality, hypocrisy, doubt, 
and prejudice so warp human thinking as to make it 
unreliable. The passages of this lesson gave Jesus’ 
teaching on this fact. 

There are three divisions of the lesson: 


1. Accusation of demonic power and its answer. 
2. The danger of a return to ungodliness, 
3. Discourse on the light of the mind. 


The teacher’s main difficulty will be to find a connec- 
tion between the three that will be simple enough to 
make plain to the average class. The lesson of each 
division is so practical that a teacher may well forego 
the time and effort that would be spent in making 
their logical connection plain. One must always 
have the pupil in mind in teaching a Bible lesson, 
and technical method must give way to the main 
object of the instruction which isto make plain Jesus’ 
declarations on the darkness and light of the human 
soul. Dr. Riddle gives guidance on all questions of 
fact, and Dr. ‘Mhomas and Mr. Gordon give plenty of 
suggestions on the main themes of Jesus’ teaching. 
Notice Mr. Gordon’s good phrase, ‘‘ Controlling mo- 
tive.” You can easily bring to mind many a person 
who-illustrates the effect of a ‘‘controlling motive,” 
—selfishness, generosity, money-making, or sport. 
In-next week’s issue of the Times will be published 
an article by a ‘‘Modern Dreamer” that gives an 
unusual; revealing view of the ‘‘ Light of the World.” 


The Class in Session 


I: is the popular impression that all that is neces- 
sary,to convince men of anything is to present tothem 
the facts just as they are. Like many another popu- 
lar impression, that is not so. Men do not believe 
things because they are reasonable or well-attested, 
but they believe what they wan/ to believe. Desire 
always holds the whip-hand over reason. sone en- 
countered this fact of human nature in the following 
way: He had performed an unusual act of benevo- 
lence; a mau aes by an evil spirit that had 
rendered him dumb was healed, and he spoke like 
other men. One would think that this would con- 
vince any one of his heavenly powers, and most peo- 

le were impressed, but some even accused Jesus of 
ing in league with the Devil. 

There were others there who asked for a sign from 
heaven, implying that the things he had done were 
not from heaven (Dr. Riddle, v. 16). Jesus’ answer 
to them is this: He quotes them a well-known prov- 
erb (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1), and points out to them 
their laughable inconsistency; for Beelzebub would 
not cast out hisown minions. Hellis always united, 
as Mr. Ridgway says (paragraph 3), and. moreover. 
they. themselves, priests and-holy men, no doubt 
sometimes succeeded in casting out demons of a less 


SR tet eee—eeee 


LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 8. DARKNESS AND LIGHT 


Luke II : 14-26, 33-36 Commit verse 23 
Golden Text: Look therefore whether the light that is in thee be not darkness.—Luke 11 : 35 


14 And he was casting out ademon ¢hat wasdumb. And 
it came to pass, when the demon was gone out, the dumb man 
spake ; and the multitude marvelled. 15 But some of them 
said, ' By ? Be-el’ze-bub the prince of the demons casteth he 
out demons. 16 And others, trving Aim, sought of him a sign 
from heaven. 17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto 
them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to deso- 
lation ; * and a house divided against a house falleth. 18 And 
if Satan also is divided against himself, how shall his kingdom 
stand? because 7 say that I cast out demons ! by * Be-el’ze- 
bub. 19 And if I ! by ? Be-el’ze-bub cast out demons, by 
whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall they be 
your judges. 20 But if I by the finger of God cast out de- 
mons, then is the kingdom of God come upon you. 2t When 
the strong maz fully armed guardeth his own court, his goods 
are in peace ; 22 but when a stronger than he shall come upon 
him, and overcome him, he taketh from him his whole armor 
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. 23 He that is not 
with me is against me ; and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth. 24 The unclean spirit when ‘he is gone out of the 
man, passeth through waterless places, seeking rest, and find- 
ing none, *he saith, I will turn back into my house whence I 
came out. 25 And when the is come, he findeth it swept and 
garnished. 26 Then goeth ‘the, and taketh ¢o him seven other 
spirits more evil than >himself ; and they enter in and dwell 
: ere : and the last state of that man becometh worse than the 

rst. 

3 No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, putteth it in a 
cellar, neither under the bushel, but on the stand, that they 
which enter in may see the light. 34 ‘The lamp of thy body 
is thine eye : when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is 
full of light ; but when it is evil, thy body also is full of dark- 
ness. 35 Look therefore whether the light.that is in thee be 
not darkness. 36 If therefore thy whole body be full of gm, 
having no part dark, it shall be wholly full of light, as when 
the lamp with its bright shining doth give thee light. 


10r, in 2Gr. Beelzebul. *%Or, and house falleth upon house 
4Or, 2 5 Or, itself 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘limes.) 

Verse 14.—+Was demon possession common at that time ? 
In what sense was the demon dumb? (Riddle ; Thomas, 
Tuesday study.) o> 

Verse 15.—Who was Beelzebub? Why did some of the 
pew make this accusation concerning Jesus ? (Riddle; 

idgway, 1; Rogers; Thomas, Monday; Class in Ses- 
sion, I.) 

Verse 16.—What did these people mean by ‘‘a sign 
from heaven ’’? (Riddle ; Ridgway, 2; Thomas, Monday.) 

Verse 18.—What kingdom of Satan is referred to here ? 
(Riddle ; Kidgway 3.) 

Verse 19.—What was the significance of Jesus’ question, 
** By whom do your sons cast them out’’?? (Riddle; 
Rogers ; Thomas, Tuesday; Class in Session, 2). 

Verse 20.— What did Jesus mean by the words, ‘‘ Then is 
the kingdom of God come upon you’’? (Riddle ; Thomas, 
Tuesday ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 23.—Whiat connection is there between this verse 
and the parable about the strong man? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, 
Tuesday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verses 24-26.—What is the meaning of this passage 
about the seven evil spirits? Is it to be taken literally ? 
(Riddle ; Rogers; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 34.—What is meant here by a single eye? What 
did Jesus mean by an evil eye? (Riddle; Gordon, 1, 2, 5; 
Ridgway, 5 ; Rogers; Thomas, Saturday; Class in Ses- 
sion, 4.) 

Verse 35.—In what sense could the light in any one be 
darkness ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 3, 6, 7.) 








virulent sort thanthisone. Dr. Thomas, in his Tues- 
day study, gives clear suggestions about this discus- 
sion. The argument is quite unanswerable (Dr. 
Riddle, v. 19), but Jesus does not stop here; he presses 
the point a little harder, and points out that he does 
his work by the finger of God. F 
He then goes into a little illustration, showing that 
so far from oan in league with Satan, he must be at 
war with him. The dumb man was one of the strong 
man’s (Satan’s) possessions, and a stronger than he 
g esus) had taken his possession away from him. 
he next verse seems to be a sort of interjection of 
Jesus, declaring that he could not be in any sort of 
compact with any evil, but that there is no neutrality 
between himself and Satan (Dr. Riddle, v. 23). The 
verses following this (24-26) picture the impossibility 
of being neutral between Christ and Satan. If a 
demoniac is cured, and does not at once make an 
effort to acquire holiness,—that is, give himself to 
the service of God,—he is like a house, empty, swept, 
and garnished (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 3), and his 
former evil spirit (or habit of life) will repossess him 
in a worse way than ever. The meaning of this is 
uite plain: ‘‘ We cannot be on the fence between 
j on and the Devil” (Mr. Ridgway. paragraph 4). 
Following this, Jesus assumed the offensive, and 











began to speak on the sin of refusing to believe when 
the facts are right before you (vs. 33-36).. He quotes 
a self-evident proverb: ‘‘ For indeed no man would 
dim a light that way.” But men do dim the light of 
reason and conscience in just that way precisely. 
When reason and conscience are darkened by what 
Mr. Gordon calls the ‘‘ controlling motive,” then that 


controlling motive warps every fact that is presented — 


to that mind, so that it is not seen as it really is. 
This is darkness, 
those that looked on Jesus’ benevolent deed of heav- 
enly power, and either said that he was in league 
with the Devil or asked for a better sign. The per- 
fect state is that of one who is full of love for his God 
and Creator, and who sees life with clear and unper- 
verted eyes. 


A Lesson Summary 

Jesus Christ appeals to the human will, and never 
makes appeal to the emotions nor even bagi’ # to 
the reason. ‘‘ Wilt thou be made whole?” ‘ Wilt 
thou follow me?"”—that is his attitude tous. Ah, 
yes, there is reason enough and emotion enough to 
move us, if we will be moved. The main objections 
to Christ to-day are of the same sort as those that 
were offered in Judea solong ago. Wedo not accuse 
him of being in league witn the Devil, but we do say 


This is what was the matter with — 


that ‘‘we cannot understand,” and ‘‘we need more ’ 


light,” and meantime we follow our own desires. Few 


men are honest enough to-say that they-do not want ° 
to be Christians because it would mean too much of 


a age: ap in their habits and pursuits. 
nacy of the will leads to the morally fatal result: of 
mental and moral perversion, which means ‘that ere- 
long a man cannot see the truth and cannot follow it, 
and has lost the light of his soul. Contrariwise; the 
man who is willing to do God's will is more and more 
iluminated with moral truth and power, and‘ this 
leads him to peace and power. 


Questions for Class Use 


1. What was the effect of the miracle of healing the 
dumb demoniac on the three separate classes mentioned ? 

2. Why did they accuse Jesus of being a partner af the 
Devil ? 

3. What is the point of Jesus’ argument in verses 17-19 ? 

4- Can you wake Christ referred to as ‘‘ the strong 
man ”’ and ‘‘a stronger than he ’’ ? 

5. Why cannot we be neutral between Jesus and Satan ? 

6. Why must goodness be active and doing ? 


Other Teaching Points 


It is useless to complain when we are misunderstood, 
misinterpreted, and misrepresented, and not appreciated. 
People who are prejudiced against what we stand for will 
never agree with us. There will always be harsh critics. 
Even Jesus’ deeds of mercy did not escape. 

Prejudice will not stop at anything in the way of accusa- 
tion, Washington was called a tyrant, Lincoln a fool,—and 
Jesus a devil. 

** Knowing their thoughts,’’—he always does, and re- 
member this,—Jesus always knows the real motive that 
lies behind your words, for life is a personal thing, not a 
logical nor a theological thing. 

The only way to be morally safe is to be busy doing 
moral good. In the rescue missions they find that the only 
way to keep recent converts safe is to keep them constantly 
testifying to others and helping others, 

Self-will is the surest way to secure an unreliable moral 
instinct. The only man who will constantly know moral 
truth is the man who is constantly willing to do the right at 
any cost. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Luke 11 : 37-54.) , 
(For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson.] 

Jesus was a sociable man; he went to weddings 
and dinner-parties, and doubtless enjoyed things as 
others did. At the same time, when it was appro- 
priate to speak of serious things, he did not hesitate 
todo so. Once a man invited him to dinner, and 
criticized him for es certain conventionally 
religious customs, and Jesus launched out into a litile 
talk about sincerity that must have made that Phari- 
see feel ashamed of himself. We know quite well 
what Jesus thought about. meaningless forms and 
technical religion. 

- What was a Pharisee ? 
. What was the Pharisee’s error ? 
. Why did Jesus not bathe as the Pharisees did ? 
. How did the lawyers load men with burdens ? 
. See if you can you discover in the lesson 

A danger-spot. 

An unfinished job. 

A surprise party. 

A dangerous business. 
Evanston, ILL. 
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The Four-faced Touchstone 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE outer light gets to us through the eyes, so we 

, can see how to get about. If a man’s eyesight 

is r he is in darkness, more or less, depend- 

ing on how bad his eyesight is. He must have a 
stick to help him grope slowly along. 

The inner light gets to us through the controlling 
motive, so we can see to go straight to the true goal 
of life. If the motive that controls be wrong the 
light is hindered; the man goes groping around with 
a stick, feeling his way. Andif the stick be broken 
or too limber he may stumble badly; he may think 
he is walking straight in good, clear light, and yet 
be stumbling in utter darkness. If the thing you 
think is light, and go by, is really darkness, things 
are in a desperate fix. You are pretty apt to goover 
a precipice, or to run violently into a stone wall and 
carry some ugly scars, 

It isn't g sense toturn the electric light on when 
you sit down to supper and then throw a black cloth 
over the bulb so you can’t see to eat; nobody does 
that. It isn’t good sense to let the true Light that 
has been lit in you be covered up by wrong motive 
or purpose and what grows out of these, so it can’t 
shed its clear radiance on your path; yet it is done. 

If the controlling motive more or less hidden away 
underneath be for self, then there’s poison in the 
moral blood, The eyesight will be badly affected. 
Things are called by the wrong names. You call 
something light which is really darkness, and so you 
go stumbling along in darkness, but you don’t know 
it. Yet a man does know within himself what motive 
controls him. 

If the controlling motive is to please God, our won- 
drous, gracious Father-Mother-God, and that motive 
controls you imperiously, then real light will come 
softly, clearly, streaming in on every question, and 
will shine brightly unto the perfect understanding of 
your relation with God, yourself, and your fellows. 

Better turn aside and take time for a good look at 
the light you are going by, and make sure it is the 
real thing. It isn't enough to cail it light; it must 
be light; else you're headed for the ditch. Calling 
black white won’t whiten it. Caliing south north 
will never get you out of the wild, untracked woods. 
Calling darkness light only leads to the deep ditch 
of soft mud; there’s nothing to take hold of so you 
can climb out. Putting a high polish on self-ishness 
and labeling it with finé phrases won't change the 
selfishness of it. It only befools badly the polishing 
labeller. i! 

Things get desperately tangled and confusedssome- 
times. Above the equator the compass needle won't 

int south unless it’s interfered with; a stone won't 

all upwards; water left to itself won’t run uphill. 
Such things’ would be against the natural order. 
But a man made in the-image of God may grow into 
the likeness of the devil, and like it. The man born 
to be free may be chained, and cling to his chains. 
‘The nation built to be God’s new doorway into his 
world may slam the door. The Holy Spirit may be 
called the devil spirit, and the Son of God a tool of 
Satan. Such things are against the natural order, 
but they happen, Sin reverses the natural order 
terribly. 

Man was made to be pogessed by a spirit, another 
spirit than his own, the Spirit of God. This is part 
of the original plan. The possession is always by 
the man’s glad consent. He remains in control even 
while he allows another to dominate him. So his 
faculties ripen to their best, even as the rose comes 
to its beauty through dew and sun, 

But sin upsets things. The Holy Spirit may be 
forced out or forced into a corner; then another 
spirit comes in,—an evil spirit. I do not mean that 
the man thinks of itor means it this way. All he 
dees is to let the wrong motive into the place of con- 
trol. Then act, habit and life come under the abso- 
lute sway of that motive. That choive of his opens 
the cellar door. That opened door is used; such a 
chance is never missed; an evil spirit comes in, and 
tries to get possession just as far as he can. 

The evil spirit really comes in through the man's 
choice—the only way he can get in—not by the man’s 
direct, thinking consent. And heacts as a withering 
blight. ‘There may be inspiring stimulus, but it is 
like the alcoholic fires that burn up and out; the 
flame that shines so brightly tells of a burning out of 
one’s powers. 

The evil spirit may succeed in getting control en- 
tirely. ‘Then the man is called a demoniac. ‘This is 
the extreme case; the man’s plight is plain toall; he 
is an object of dread or pity. He is no longer usable. 
The evil one has gone too far for his own ends. 

The evil spirit may be a sort of partner, at work 
behind the scenes, poisoning the springs of life, while 
the man retains control of his faculties. This is the 
far more subtle danger. So there may come a com- 
plete reversal of moral ideas, calling darkness light, 
night day, or, what may be yet more treacherous, 
calling what is morally a dirty gray white, a dim 
moral twilight noontime brightness. 

How can we know whether the thing we call light 
is ight? By a simple test question,— what is the 
controlling motive of my life? for self or for the 
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Father? The core of the Satan spirit is for self. 
The heart of the true human spirit is for God, to 
please him. But how can we? Sin has crippled us; 
we limp so. Through Christ Jesus and his blood a 
new power will come in. The Jesus-Spirit takes 
control. Here is the four-faced touchstone by which 
to test ourselves ;—the controlling motive—to please 
the Father; the power underneath the motive—the 
Spirit of the crucified Jesus enthroned within; the 
Christ traits—love burning as a tender unquencha- 
ble flame, a humility that keeps out of sight. 


New York City. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE healing of the demoniac, narrated in this les- 
son, closely resembles that recorded in Matthew 
12 : 22-37; Mark 3: 20-30. ‘There is general 
agreement that all three accounts describe the same 
event. But there is difference of opinion as to the 
historical position. It is here held that Matthew and 
Mark give it the proper position, and Luke’s account 
is unchronological. But this involves a large portion 
of Luke’s narrative, which is definitely jotned with 
this miracle. Luke 11: 14 to 12: 59 (or 13: 9) is 
therefore regarded by many harmonists as belonging 
to an earlier period. This includes five lessons of the 
quarter, and the connection will be discussed as the 
cases arise. 

Time.—On the view presented above the date was 
in the autumn of A. D, 28, on the ‘‘ busy day” when 
the discourse in parables was uttered. 

Place.—This makes Capernaum and its vicinity 
the scene of the lesson, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 14.—Casting out a demon: The repeated 
reference to demoniacs in the Gospels indicates that 
such possession was quite common in those days.— 
Dumod;: In many cases recorded in the Gospels an 
outward malady attended the demoniacal possession. 
Probably some weak spot. in the possessed person 
was attacked by the malevolent demon. 

Verse 15.— Some of them: Matthew: ‘the Phari- 
sees”; Mark: ‘‘the scribes that came down from 
Jerusalem.”— By Beelzebub: ‘The Greek form is 
** Beelzebul.” Beelzebub was the name of a Philis- 
tine idol, meaning ‘‘ lord of flies.” ‘The other form 
means either ‘‘ lord of dung,” or ‘‘lord of the habi- 
tation.” In any case Satan is meant, the prince of 
the demons. 

Verse 16.—A sign from heaven: Matthew places 
this later. This request implies that our Lord’s mir- 
acles were not ‘‘from heaven.” ‘* Jews ask for signs” 
(r Cor. & : 22). 

Verses 17, 18.—Every kingdom: The general prin- 
ciple laid down is an answer to the accusation that 
he cast out demons by Beelzebub.—How shall his 
kingdom stand? The figure of a kingdom is apt, 
since the emissaries and subjects of Satan are in- 
volved. 

Verse 19.—LBy whom do your sons cast them out ?— 
‘Sons ” is to be taken indefinitely. Such cures were 
believed to have occurred. Godet well says: ‘* To 
ascribe the imperfect cures to God, and to refer the 
perfect cures to the Devil—what logic ?""—Sha// they 
be your Judges ? Thus proving your inconsistency. 

erse 20.—By the finger of God: Matthew: “in 
the Spirit of God”; the two expressions explaining 
each other.—Zhe Kingdom of God come upon you: 
His miracles proved that he was bringing in the new 
rule of God upon the earth, 

Verse 21.— Zhe strong man fully armed: Repre- 
senting Satan. 

Verse 22.—A stronger than he: Our Lord himself. 

Verse 23.—He thatits not with me is against me: 
In the conflict between Satan and Christ- there is no 
neutrality. — Gathereth not with me scattereth: 
All labor that is not for Christ is futile. 

Verses 24-26.—Seven other spirits; ‘These verses 
can scarcely be taken literally, though. presenting 
what is fearfully true. 

Verses 33-36.—While these verses resemble pas- 
sages in the Sermon on the Mount, they probably be- 
“a to the preceding discourse. 

erse 33.—4 damp: Not ‘‘candle.”—A cellar: 
Any covered passage.—TJhe dushe/: A common 
household measure, holding about a peek: The con- 
nection of thought is with the demand for a sign. 
The signs had been given, but their light- was ob- 
scured by the way in which they had been received. 

Verse 34.— When thine eye is single: The whole 
matter of seeing is dependent on the eye. It is 
‘* single,” when it gives a clear image.—Zvi/; In 
contrast to ‘‘single” means distorted in any way. 
The effect on the natural vision, in the two cases re- 
spectively, is applied to clear spiritual vision on the 
one hand and spiritual darkness on the other. 

Verse 35.—Look therefore: This warning implies 
that what should be the meaans of spiritual kght may 
become, by misuse or perversion, darkness, igne- 
rance, and opposition, spiritual blindness. 

Verse 36 presents the blessed contrast. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


*“*Knocking.”"—2y Beelzebub ... casteth he out 
demons (v. 15). The easiest and safest way to attack 
an enemy is to give him a bad name. When you are 
tempted to go into the mud-slinging business don’t 
forget the crowd you are lining up with, We all 
know his Satanic majesty was in the saddle at the 
time Christ came to earth. You'll find his autograph 
on some of the walls of Pompeii {which are kept 
locked up). It is Satan’s method to dodge recogni- 
tion. Oppose him and you areadevil. Fight him 
in rum and you are aliarand a hypocrite, with a bottle 
at home, where you ‘‘nip on the sly.” The ‘‘old 
boy ” knows how to fight, because he Keows the evil 
heart is quick to believe evil. When Satan ‘starts 
something” about you there will be those to believe 
it, and twenty-five years of perfect life will count for 
nothing. A Christian came to me recently with a 

arn about a certain minister. I found this minister © 

indeed been down into the underworld, but he 
went down on the end of a rope. ‘‘Don’t let old 
Beelzebub make a “knocker” out of you (John 8: 
44; 2 Cor. 2: 11). 

Hearts, Heads, and Eyes.—Soughi of him a sign 
Srom heaven (vy. 16). So did Herod. Do you? Well 
they are all around you to-day, just as in Christ’s 
company. Marvels did not convince and convert 
many souls, ‘Neither would they believe though 
one rose from the dead.” When a man gets to know 
Jesus himself then he believes. We know Jesus now 
through his disciples. ‘*‘ How did you come to be a 
Christian?” the gentleman was asked. ‘By con- 
templating my gentle, unselfish, self-sacrificing 
Christian mother,” replied the man. When a great 
catastrophe occurs, and men fall on their knees and 
cry unto God, how many afterward land in the king- 
dom? Jesus did miracle after miracle for three years. 
And the church was only a handful. Peter preached 
only a few minutes and won thousands without a 
sign. You fellows who are waiting for a ‘‘sign”’ or 
a ‘* feel” would not believe it if itdid happen. Oh, 
the man wasn't dead, that water into wine is a chem- 
ical trick, and the multiplied bread is sleight-of-hand. 
The only way you will become a Christian is by your 
heart, never by your eyes (Rom. 10: 10; Isa. 1 : 18). 


Devils.—/f Satan... is divided... how shall his 
kingdom stand ? (v.18). Hell is noted for its splen- 
did team-work, Like Ben Hur’s horses, the sons of 
hell all work together as one Satan. You don’t catch 
hell scrapping. The liquor interests all pul] steadil 
together. “I have just received a ‘‘temperance” 
paper printed full of intemperate talk against the 
Anti-Saloon League. Who ever heard the Rum-devil 
and the Lust-devil saying hard things about each 
other? Or the Thief-devil and the Lie-devil refusing . 
to speak as ~~. ee each other? Or the Slander- 
devil and the Kill-devil making faces at each other? 
But those sweet (!) and loving (!) followers of the gen- 
tle Nazarene up at St. Hitems are advertising each 
other in vitriol. The sinners up that way are thank- 
ing God they have no religion to pound their neigh- 
bers with. Be wise as devils and as harmless as doves. 
United we stand, divided—the devil has us where he 
wants us (1 Pet. 5 : 8). 


** On the Fence.” — He thai is not with me is against 
me (v. 23). In the cause of Christ versus Devil, 
Heaven versus Hell, Light versus Darkness, there is 
no fence to crawl upon. This is why the fellow who 
is not a Christian can never pray. What can you ex- 
pect from the administration when you are ‘‘ agin the 
administration”? Not on the Lord’s side you are on 
Satan’s side. ‘‘If a fellow tries to do pretty near the 
square thing he’s allright.” ‘* Not with meisagainst 
me.” Don’t be ridiculous. Come over where you be- 
long, where your mother and-all your folks have al- 
ways been. The Lord of Chester Valley rules over 
an mdustrious, clean, sober, and prosperous people, 
whom he makeshappy. Butthe Duke of Brandywine 
comes down the creek with his idle, dirty; drvnken, 
and miserable crew to overwhelm the valley and drag 
itdowntoruin. Onwhichsideareyou? Doyou take 
to the hills, crying, ‘‘I don’t belong to Lord Chester 
Valley, let them fight it out”? That’s just what the 
Duke of Brandywine wants you to do (Eph. 6 : 12). 


The Pessimist.— When thine eye... ts evil thy body 

.. ts full of darkness (v. 34). ‘* Take care of your 
eyes," shouts the oculist in his advertisements. Our 
eyes get us into trouble. Eugene Sue, the great 
French: novelist, urges the blinding of criminals, for 
punishment and possible reformation. What do you 
think of it? Most evil habits are eye habits. Smok- 
ing, for example. No fun smoking in darkness. The 
blindfolded smoker can’t tell whether the cigar is lit 
ornot. To be a good man you must cultivate a good 
eye. Harry Pitman had an evil eye. Saw the bad . 
side of everything. When he looked over the valley 
he could see only the stables and pig-pens. In men 
he could only see the weaknesses and meannesses. 
Every man and woman to him hadaprice. He went 
through life friendless, unloved, and alone, with not 
a firefly to: lighten the darkness. No cure for evil 
eye: Ont with it for a new one (Mark 7 . 21-23 ; Psa. 
5¥F: 30). 
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LESSON FOR. FEB. 8 (Luke 1:1 : 14-26, 33-36) 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


More Than Conqueror.— 2ut when a 
stronger than he shali come upon him (v, 22). 
A Christian woman visited her son who was 
attending college. She found in his room 
things which pene her, and told him 
of her grief, for he was by profession a 
Christian, Without his knowledge she pur- 
chased and hung on the wall of his room 
Hoffman’s beautiful picture of Christ. 
Months after, going again to his room, she 
said, ‘¢ William, you have made some changes 
since I was here.’’ Looking up to the pic- 
tured face on the wall, he said, ‘* Mother, 
those things would not fit in with him,’’— 
W. J. Hart, D. D., Utica, N. Y. From 
Woman’s Home Missions. 


A Little Girl’s Field.— Hath lighted a 
damp... on the stand, that they which enter 
in may see the light (v. 33). A little daughter 
of the well-known missionary, Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer, whose field of work among the Mo- 
hammedans was for years at Bahrein, Per- 
sian Gulf, Arabia, used to recite the words 
of.a well-known hymn, but with a variation 
of her own making, as follows : 


** Jesus bids us shine, 

With a clear, pure light, 

Like a little candle 
Burning in the night. 

In this world of darkness, 
We must shine, 

You in i! small corner, 

‘And Lin Bahrein,"’ 
Mul 


tiplying Candles.— Vo man, when he 
hath lighted a lamp, putteth it in a cellar, 
neither under the bushel, but on the stand, 
that they which enter in may see the light 
(v. 33)... Away out.in the. prairie regions, 
where meetings are held at night in the log 
school-houses, the announcement of the 
meeting is given out in. this way: ‘‘ A meet- 
ing will be held by: early candle-light.’’? The 
first map who comes brings a tallow-dip. with 
him, It is perhaps all he has; buthe brings 
it and sets it on the desk. It does not light 
the building much; but. it is better than 
none at all. The next man brings his 
candle; and the next family bring their 
candle, By the time the house is full ‘there 
is plenty of light.—Zmma C, Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. ¥. From D. L. Moody. 


More Light a Duty.— Look therefore 
whether the light that is in thee be not dark- 
ness (v. 35). ‘*If we live up to our light, 
we are doing all that can be expected of us, 
I reckon,”’ said Silas. ‘I don’t know about 
that,’?’ answered Aunt Hannah, ‘* The 
first thing that might be expected of a good 
many of us might be that we should have a 
much better light. If I get a cheap lamp 
and poor oil to save money, and use an un- 
trimmed wick and a smoked chimney, be- 
cause I am too lazy or too careless to put 
them in order, it isn’t much excuse for poor 
work to say that I’m doing it according to 
my light. My grandmother did her work 
by a tallow-dip,—the best work she could do 
by the best light she could get,—but I have 
no right to be doing tallow-dip work in this 
age of illumrination.”’"—Zmma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. From jf. R. Miller, D.D. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
tllustration, 


The Empty House.— Zook therefore 
whether the light that is in thee be not dark- 
ness (v. 35). A man and his little son were 
going along a country road on a dark, star- 
less night. Dark as the night was, the boy 
noticed a still darker spot near by, and, 
dtawing cleser to his father, asked what it 
was. ‘The father replied: ‘‘ That is an 
empty house ; an empty house at night is 
always darker than no house at all.’”?’ And 
hew true that is in the world. of morals ! 
The lights from some lives shine en the 
pathway of men and make the way easier ; 
but all that some others contribute to men is 
shadows and intensified darkness in a dark- 
ened world.—fved W. Church, Thermopo- 
dis, Wyo. 

The Light’s Disclosures.— Zhe lamp with 
tts bright shining (v. 36). A young girl, 
after sweeping a room, went to the window- 
shade and hastily drew it down, saying: ‘« It 
makes the room so dusty to have the sun- 
shine coming in.’’ She foolishly imagined 
that it was the sunshine which made the 
dust, while.it only revealed it. A poor old 





man, who had lived all his life without a 
thought of God’s love, said: **I am quite 
ready to die. I don’t owe any man ar 
But after a talk and prayer with a friend the 
Holy Spirit shone into his heart, and then 
he saw what.a sinner he was, The Spirit 
was like the sunshine. Even a candle re- 
veals much that before was hidden,— 7%e 
Rev. Herbert J. Crouch, East Dulwich, 
London, S. £., Eng. 
“ 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 
HOUSE divided against itself falleth 
(v.17). ‘* Better a thousand enemies 
outside the house than one inside ’’ 

(Arabic proverb). 

The unclean spirit... passeth through 
waterless places (v. 24). Where there is no 
water there is no cultivation, and therefore 
no human society. In the folk-lore stories 
of the East, such as the Arabian Nights, and 
in the village superstitions of Syria, it is 
among ancient ruins and’ rocky caves and in 
the solitary places of the desert that Lilith 
on 34:14) and other weird spirits have 
their haunts. 

He findeth it swept and garnished (v. 25). 
The removal of the quickly accumulated dust 
was a necessity of comfort; but the adorning 
with palm branches, sprays of wild clematis 
and garden jessamine and the dark foliage of 
the locust-bean tree was to do honor to the 
guest. ‘The peace settlement on the basis 
of acknowledged moral defeat would do all 
it could to look like a victory. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
‘S 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE number 6 on our map is attached to 

a V, from whosé point we may look 

far off northwestward over that wide 
space between the V’s arms. 
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As we stand there to-day, beside some 
Bedouin who have also paused to look off 
from an airy hillside, we find no town around 
us, no village in sight on the lower rounding 
hills down before us. A cultivated field 
here and there and the lines of a few foot- 
paths or bridle-paths show that the region, 
though lonely, is yet inhabited, A great gap 
seems to intervene between those nearer 
hills and some others ten miles or so farther 
away—a broad gap, filled with the soft, 
bluish haze of Syrian summer-time. Still 
farther to the west and north one dim ridge 
of hills stands shouldering another until 
those most distant almost melt into the sky. 
Two heights, Ebal and Gerizim, stand’ up a 
bit more conspicuously than their highland 
neighbors. , 

We ourselves are near one of the old main 
highways of Perzea—a road which, without 
any reasonable doubt, Jesus must have trav- 
eled during his eastern journey. That broad, 
hazy gap is the Jordan valley. The hills 
beyond are those of Judea (left) and Samaria. 
If our Master and the disciples paused here 
some afternoon, to look off. as we do across 
Jordan, they must: have seen those western 
hills and, vaHeys looking: practically just as 
they do now. To-day the scene brings us 
reminders of our Lord’s sad words about the 
deliberate choice of darkness, 
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Use a stereograph entitled ‘* From Ramoth- 
Gilead northwest over Jordan valley towards 
distant Carmel,”’ 


Forty-eight places will be visited during rota ; 
the forty-cigl:t stereographs cost $8, and if they 
aye all ordered at one time a cloth-bound, pene 
lettered case will be given free. ‘Twelve places 
wilt be described with the lessons for this first 

uarter ; the twelve stereographs cost $2. The 
iour for February alone cost 67 cents. Less 
than four in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 85 cents each, Postage or ex- 
press is prepaid on all orders for a 
or stereoscopes. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 2 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that there is a Light who is the 
light of the world. We thank thee that we need 
not walk in the darkness, but that he who is the 
light is abundantly able to reveal the way of 
duty tous. May we so live that we shall shed 
forth the light which he is. May the light that 
is in us be unclouded by any love for things 
that are evil. Open our eyes that we may see, 
and, having seen, lead others in the path of 
righteousness, In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did any of you ever 
see alight that was worse than no light? You 
know there have been men so evil-minded 
that they would set misleading lights to guide 
vessels along the coast to destruction, instead 
of to the harbor, and then from the wreck 
they would gather their plunder without re- 

ard to the loss of life on the vessel. The 
ights that these evil-minded men would set 
in place for their purpose were not true 
lights. They were worse than the dark- 
ness, so far as the sailor was concerned. 
Very much the same kind of destruction we 
bring upon ourselves when we by a divided 
interest one moment love evil and the next 
moment love good, and even imagine that 
evil is good, Let us not deceive ourselves. 
If we are single-minded toward God, look- 
ing honestly and faithfully to see what he 
would have us do, the light that is in us need 
not’ be darkness. Can you give me the 
Golden Text? Yes, and there are certain 
words from it which will help us to remember 
the lesson, if we see them on the board. 





LOOK! 


LIGHT OR. DARKNESS 
IN THEE? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Light of light, enlighten me.” 

** Lord, I believe ; thy power I own.”’ 

**O Christ, our true and only light.”’ 

** Oh, grant us light, that we may know." 

‘* Qut of my bondage, sorrow, and night.” 

** The whole world was lost in the darkness of 
sin,”’ 

‘** Thou, whose almighty word.” 

** Walk in the light ; so shalt thou know.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
salm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 43 : 1-5 (89 : 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 3-7 (76 : 3-5). 
Psalin 119 : sap-ste (253 : 1-3). 
Psalm ‘tor : 1-8 (202 : 1-4). 
Psalm 27 : 1-6 (55 : 1-4). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed. possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should ‘fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 








6. Unseen Growing Time 


O YOU remember that I told you some 
Sundays ago abeut earth’s sleepy 
time, when the wheat- and corn-fields 

are getting theirrest? when all the trees and 
bushes quit growing leaves, and the grasses 
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lie so brown and dead on our lawns? Why 
does God send this rest-time to earth? And 
why the cold? And the wind? It makes 
the trees tough and straight and gives us 
hard wood for houses and boats and furni- 
ture, doesn’t it? 

But let me tell you that something import- 
ant is doing down inthe ground. Away, 
’way down there where it is warm the roots 
are busy as they can be—growing this way 
and that, around rocks, spreading strong 
fingers so they can hold.on tight when great 
storms shake the tree up above and try to 
blow it over, ‘They are getting ready. Isn’t 
it fine! 

And the roots are busy drinking water 
from tiny, underground streams, and —— 
good tree-food from the dirt ; so that by and. 
by, when the waking-up time comes above 
the ground, the tree can grow very fast and 
send out a lot of leaves and branches all at 
once. They have a lot to do, haven’t they? 

I wonder if any of you boys and girls think 
you ought not to go to school and study so 
hard while the earth is getting its rest? Why, 
like the tree-roots you must be busy now, 
getting ready to do big things when you are 
men and women, Learning is growing more 
brain—growing up here i your heads where 
we can’t see you grow. 

Winter is the best time for trees to make 
roots, and it is the best time for study, for 
then we have purest air, and the rain and 
snow shut us in like curtains. God gives us 
a fine chance these winter days ! 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Omit the discussion in verses 
14-26, as it is beyond the comprehen- 
sion of Primary children, They can 

understand that the good life of a.child may 
be helpful and may make this world brighter, 
just as a little light or candle may brighten 
a dark place (vs. 33, 36). Connect the 
thought with last Sunday’s lesson, by empha- 
sizing that God’s Holy Spirit helps each life 
to be like a bright light. Substitute as a 
memory text the positive teaching of Jesus 
to his disciples: ** Ye are the light of the 
world... Let your light shine’’ (Matt. 5 : 
14a, 16a). 

Lesson Teaching.—God wants every life 
to be bright and helpful, like a light. 

Children need to understand that although 
God’s Holy Spirit wants to help them, there 
is also the spirit of evil, tempting them to-do 
wrong-—hence the introductory story. 

Introduction,—Douglas is nearly seven, 
and is such a happy, good-natured boy that 
people love to have him around, But Doug: 
las wasn’t always so good-natured, for when 
he was a little fellow he often became angry 
with his playthings, if they made him any 
trouble. One day he had piled his wagon 
full of blocks and toys. As he raced around 
the house, he turned a corner too quickly 
and upset everything. Douglas was angry ; 
instead of picking up the things, he picked 
up a stick and pounded his playthings and 
wagon, and scolded as if they were to blame. 
Of course he broke them. His mother saw 
him from her bedroom window and called 
him in, and told him to sit down and think. 
Douglas knew that he should be punished, 
but his mother said nothing, until she saw 
that the dark ugly scowl had left his face. 
Then she said, At bedtime I will tell you a 
story. Douglas wondered what the story 
would be, ‘This is part of the story : 

Good Temper and Bad: ‘temper are two 
spirits who try to live with every child, but 
they cannot live together in his heart, Each 
tries to drive the other away. Every child 
must choose which spirit shal'live with him. 
Good Temper grows larger and stronger 
every time a child is gentle and kind. Bad 
Temper grows when a child becomes angry 
and rough, etc. 

Douglas lay so’still that his mother won- 
dered whether he had gone to sleep, but 
soon a gentle voice said, ‘* Bad Temper made 
me break my wagon and. toys, didn’t he, 
mother?’’?’ His mother said, *‘ Yes,’’ and 
waited. After a little while Douglas said, 
** Do you think that Good Temper is in m 
heart now?” Mother said, ‘* Yes, and 
think he wants to stay.’ Douglas said, ‘‘I 


want him to stay. and grow strongest:’? Then 
they prayed part of the prayer which. we 
talked-about last Sunday—** Forgive: us our - 
sins; Lead us not into temptation, but de- 

Douglas ‘soon went to * 


liver us from evil.’’ 
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Remove the Cause 
of 


INSOMNIA 


When you feel weak, tired 
out, or unrefreshed by sleep or 
when your appetite and diges- 
tion are poor, you will find an 
invaluable tonic in 













You get style, finish and durability 
If you insist on getting genuine 
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The big brothers of the famous 
Krementz Collar Buttons. Made 
on the same principle—without 
solder joints or weak places ; 


One-Piece 
Bean and Post 
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om apart. ‘The Rolled Plate 

uttons are made with a sheet 
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. 2 give strength, 

A new button free ih exchange for a genuine Kre- 

mentz button that is broken or damaged from any 
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The illustrations show some of the many beautiful 
designs.'to select from, At the leading dealers, or 
sent by. mail on receipt of price, if you are unable to 
buy them elsewhere. 


Two Dollars the Pair. ‘Booklet on request. 
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yee. That story helped him to grow to be 
good-natured, 


His mother knew that God’s Holy, Spirit 
was the Helper, who made Douglas want 
Good Temper to live in his heart and life. 
Repeat: ‘* Your Heavenly Fathér gives the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him’’;.*‘* Ask, 
and it shall be given you.’’ Talk about the 
habit of prayer. The spirit of Bad Temper 
is sometimes called the Devil or Satan, while 
Good Temper is the spirit of Jesus, or God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

Lesson Hints.—Jesus taught his friends 
that they might be like lights in the world to 
show others the right and safe way to go. 
He talked about candles. Test a small 
Jighted candle on the table, under it, behind 
the blackboard or door, held high, or cov- 
ered tightly under an inverted tumbler or 
glass jar. The children will understand the 
teachings. Show a candlestick or the pic- 
ture of one, and read parts of verses 33 and 
36. Jesus said: ‘*Let your light shine.’’ 
Sing : 

. {eons bids us shine, with a clear, pure light, 
ike a little candle, burning in the night."’ 
(Found in many song-books. ) 


City children are familiar with a pocket- 
size electric flash-light, and understand how 
such a tiny light may be most helpful. 
Repeat : 

‘*God make my life a little light, 
Within this world to glow, 
A little flame that burneth bright, 
Wherever I may go."’ 


Hand-work.—Draw a lighted candle and 
write, ** Let Your Light Shine.’’ 
Home-work.—Watch for Good Temper 
every day. 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The need of light. 
2. Making a light. 
3. Keeping the light. 


Wie is the quickest way to dtive phy- 
sical darkness out of your home? 
Lighting the gas or lamps will do it 

very quickly, Name four places where lights 
are absolutely necessary. Tell why they are 
necessary in homes, city streets, on railroads 
and along rocky coasts, What would be 
the effect if the lamps were covered or taken 
into the cellar? Why does the householder 
light the entrance to his home? Have you 
ever tested the value of holding a lamp high 
as you walked? Note its guiding value, 

Jesus knew that the darkness of sin could 
be driven out if some other kind of ** lamps’”’ 
would shine out in this dark world. Why 
do I call the world dark? Jesus knew that 
his disciples must be the shining lights. 

Your mother lights her candle with a 
match; her grandmother probably had flint 
and steel, Indians struck stones together 
and lighted pine-knots. Where are these 
disciples of Jesus who were to be ‘‘ lamps,”’ 
to obtain their light? Receiving Jesus Christ 
into our lives brings the light that is eternal 
and the _ means of driving out sin dark- 
ness. As the handsomest and most costly 
lamp in Wanamaker’s store is valueless as 
far as giving light is concerned until it is 
lighted, so the loveliest girl really cannot 
‘*shine’’ until Jesus gives the light within. 

3. A lighted lamp must be cared for. 
Sometimes a lamp smokes and does much 
damage, Sometimes a lighted lamp goes out 
for lack of oil. Lamps, to be kept shining, 
must be trimmed and fed. 

Sometimes a girl who is a ‘‘lamp’’ be- 
comes selfish, then her ‘‘lamp”’ is not shin- 
ing but smoking. It needs the selfishness 
t:immed off. How else might these ‘‘ lamps ”” 
become dull? How can we keep them 
‘*trimmed ’’? Who really keeps them for 
us, if we let him? 

Lamps, we said, sometimes failed through 
lack of oil. Does a Christian’s lamp ever 
fail for thatreason? What is it which serves 
to feed our spiritual light? What effect 
will daily Bible reading and daily prayer 
have on this light? If a girl supplies no 
fuel upon which the fire feeds, what results ? 

Perhaps you would like to be a beautiful 
Christian like Mrs, Think how long 
she has been feeding the spiritual light within 
her by daily reading, prayer and service. 

What happens if lights fail in homes or on 
railroads orin light-houses? Is the result as 
serious when one of Jesus Christ’s ‘* lamps ’’ 
fails to serve him and goes back into the 








dark sin of the world? Miss S——, a mis- 
sionary from Japan, asks us to specially pray 
for the strong Christians in their Jittle Jap- 
anese congregations, that none of their lights 
should fail 

You are ‘*Sunshiners,’’ (My girls are 
organized as the ** Sunshine Club.’’) Where 
does sunshine comé from ? Clouds can shut 
out that kind of sunshine. What shining 
light is there for you which #o cloud can 
hide? How could it shine through your 
face—eyes, lips, hands? Whiere can you 
obtain this? Mark Matthew 5:16. Per- 
haps your shinigg may lead some other girl 
to the Lord who is the Sun, A lighted 
lamp does not have to wear a tag telling what 
it is trying to do. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Write the lesson which Jesus taught about 
lamps, telling why this light is needed ; how 
we can obtain the light, and how to keep it. 

Next lesson: Read carefully how Jesus 
hated shams (Luke 11 : 37-54). What is a 
sham? Who were the Pharisees? Why 
was washing the feet a sham? Why did 
they wash hands and feet? 

How would God value the tenth of the 
goods if he had not the love of the giver? 
What made the offering a sham? 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


E asked teacher first thing Sunday 
about our definitions of prayer left 
over from last lesson, | He said they 

were all good and read them to us. . He let 
us vote which was best and we. voted for 
Carl’s. It was: ‘' Prayer is talking in your 
heart with God.’’ 

Then we took up the new lesson that the 

uarterly called ‘* Darkness and Light,’’ but 
that teacher said was about seeing cross- 
eyed, 

Bert read the first verse and told what he 
had learned about his home question, how 
there were evil spirits that used to get pos- 
session of people, and seem to yet in some 
cases, and how they must have been from 
Satan, they hated Jesus so. 

Skinny’s question came next, about the 
Pharisees accusing Jesus, saying that the 
devils obeyed him because he himself was in 
league with the devil. 

Teacher called on me to explain about old 
Beelzebub, I told what the Bible dictionary 
says about it, how he was a false god wor- 
shiped by the Philistines, and thought of by 
the Jews as the chief of devils. 

Then Fred had to give Jesus’ first answer 
to his accusers, where he said that if he was 
a friend to Satan he wouldn’t be fighting 
against him, would he? for if he did Satan’s 
kingdom would soon be split in two. 

Bumps told Jesus’ next argument, that if 
his casting out devils proved him in league 
with Satan, then there were Pharisees in the 
same fix, for some of them cast out devils, 
too, or at least said they did; but if he cast 
out devils by the power of God, then they 
ought to be afraid to talk so about him, for 
he was God’s representative. 

Teacher asked Bumps who helped him get 
that answer, and he said he and his mother 
worked it out together, because she had 
taken to studying with him every Sunday 
afternoon. 

Teacher said that was fine. Then Carl 
gave the argument assigned to him. He 
said it meant that if Jesus drove out devils, 
then he was stronger than the devil. 

Bulldog had the last question, about the 
most important thing after evil has been 
driven out of a man. He said he couldn’t 
make head nor tail of it; that the man 
walked in dry places a while and then went 
home again and was worse off than ever, but 
he couldn’t see why. 

**Oh,’’ exclaimed teacher, ‘*I see what is 
mixing you up, and I remember how I used 
to be puzzled the same way.’’ 

He asked how many of us thought it was 
the man who walked in dry places. We all 
held up our hands. 

‘* Well, it does seem to say that,’ he 
agreed, ‘‘ but the ‘ he’ refers to the evil spirit, 
not to the man.”’ 

‘*Looks like that man oughtn’t to have 
left his heart empty that way,’’ suggested 
Bulldog. 

‘*That’s just the point,’’ replied teacher. 
‘* Tt isn’t enough to have Jesus drive the evil 
out of our hearts, but we must let him fill us 
with his Holy Spirit and keep us filled every 
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minute, or élse evil'thoughts and desires will 
creep in.’’ 

| -He ‘had a big-glass vase there neaily full 
of -niuddy water and a small bottie full of 
clear water. He put the bottle way down 
under the muddy water, with no cork in it 
either, but the dirty water couldn’t get in 
because it was already full. 

He said that’s the way with our hearts and 
lives. If a fellow hasn’t anything in life to 
interest him and keep him busy his empty 
life will soon get filled up with evil. That's 
why work and lessons and learning to play 
music and collecting things, etc., are good 
fora boy. They keep his life full. 

Next we read the last four verses of the 
lesson. 

** What does it mean about your eye being 
single ?’’ asked Carl. 

For answer teacher held up his pencil and 
asked: ** Why is it that with two eyes you 
see only one pencil ?’’ , 

‘* Because they’re focussed.”’ 

‘* Yes,’’ replied teacher, ‘* both eyes look 
at the same spot, and so give a single image 
of the object. If your eyes should become 
crossed so they wouldn’t focus right you'd 
see double. Jesus used that as an illustra- 
tion,’? he went on, ‘‘of why the Pharisees 
would not believe on him. 
enough to convince their minds, but they 
would not yield their wills. Their intellects 
and wills were crossed so that truth appeared 
as distorted to them as if they had been look- 
ing at a picture cross-eyed.”’ 


Time was almost up, so teacher brought: 


out the. picture and let us look at it. It 
seemed just like we were up ona big hill 
looking down on to two towns. ina valley. 
It was down through this part of the country 
that Jesus probably traveled on the trip we 
are now studying about. 

After we had looked at the towns teacher 
told us to look higher up in the picture, and, 
sure enough, we could see over the hills into 
another bigger valley.with mountains beyond 
it. Teacher said it was the valley of the 
Jordan, and Skinny thought he could see the 
river in one place. ‘Then the bell rang. 


For next time teacher picked out the hard ° 


verses in the lessons and gave each of us 
one of them to study up on so we could 


answer any question about it he might ask. © 
o that?” 


Do you suppose your boys could 
You might try them, 
West Terre Haute, IND. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








HE study of the Bible in the home may 
be made so attractive and inspiring 
that the children will anticipate it. 

Suppose a father plans to spend an hour 
with his family Sunday afternoon in Bible 
study. He does not advertise it, but goes 
at it in some such way as this: A fine 
fire is built in the old fireplace, and he asks 
the family to join him in reading an old story 
from the Bible. He has become familiar 
with it himself, and has selected one of the 
finest, perhaps not the most familiar. In- 
stead of reading the whole narrative, he in- 
troduces the facts and setting up to tlie place 
where they begin to read. He has the chil- 


dren and all read around, two or three verses ° 


each. He occasionally stops with an inci- 
dent or an explanation. If they begin 
to weary he sees it, and suggests singing or 
postponing the reading till ‘‘ next Sunday,”’ 
February 2 to 8 
Mon — Luke 11 : 14-26, 33-36. 
Derlmees and Light 
A shadow is caused by something which 
separates a space from the light. Shadows 
are dark places in the presence of light. Sin 
and cowardice lurk within shadows. Re- 
move the obstruction, and the sliadow yoes ! 
People themselves sometimes are their own 


shadows. Tarn and face the light, and your 
shadow will disappear. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask God to send 
the Bible to all nations. Thank him that 
over five hundred tongues and tribes now 
have it in their own language. Pray for 
the Bible in Korea, wheré thé people are so 
anxious to learn it. Pray for China, that 
all in authority and places of power may 
have the chance and wish to read it. 

Tues.— Matt. 6 : 24-34. 
No Man Can Serve Two Masters. 

One might just as well try to walk on both 
sides of the street at the same time.-' It is ‘so 





He gave proof : 


























LESSON FOR FEB. 8 (Luke rr : 14-26, 33-36) 
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foolish to try, and one is so unhappy in mak- 
ing the effort. It is a joy to do right if you 
are not trying to see if you cannot have a 
little wrong with it, but to try that means 
unhappiness all the time. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that your de- 
light may be in the law of God. That a 
love for God’s Word may be cultivated. 
That you may hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. Ask God that his Word may 
become a genuine blessing to those who do 
not know tts wonderful worth, 


Wed.—John 20 2 19-31. Signs that Jesus Did. 
The Lord blessed those who believe, who 

have not seen the outward sign! Apd through 

belief life comes, ‘* believing, they might have 


life. through his name.’’ The, signs; of, his, 


deity are not, merely physical, but are spirit- 
wale discaraeds ee y: e his Spirit vith us 
constantly in the oidiaary” tasks of‘ erst, day 
is the greatest evidence of deity. |’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer the great missionary organizations 
and Boards, the Student Volunteers, the 
Bible societies, the Amevican'Tract Society, 
the Pocket Testament League, the Morning 
Watch Covenanters, the Young Men's and 
the Young Women’s Christian Associations, 
the Layman’s Missionary Movement, the 
Christian Endeavor Societies, 

Thurs.—John 12 : 22-36. 
jesus Approved by Signs. 

Those who walk with Christ and abide it in 
his presence will hear his voice and realize 
his power, Spiritual insight, however, is not 
merely the result of affinity, but of sympathy. 
God’s voice may seem thunder to one, and 
may be a message to another. 


PeavER .SUGGESTIONS: Zake to God in 
prayer the school and home problems of each 
day. Ask that children may be prompt and 
Jaithful in attendance, diligent in study, 
accurate and careful in definition, persever- 
ing in work, cheerful and happy always. 
Fri.—Col. 1: 1-17. 

Christ Delivers from Darkness. 

The danger of darkness lies largely in its 
uncertainty. The evening has almost un- 
limited chance to annoy and injure, for the 
opportunity of protection and defense is with- 
held. One is also subject to the disasters 
which one’s self occasions by falling or col- 
liding. Christ lights up life, and dangers 
personal and general are obviated. 

PRAYER SucceEsTions : Thank God for 
the ordinary gifts of life: home, friends, 
books, sunlight, pure air, sparkling water, 
Sood, sleep, health. Thank him for work, 
exercise, play, comforts, light, warmth, 
music; for law, honor, purity, faith, 
beauty; Sor business, school, and church} 
Sor patriotism, love, and unselfishness ; for 
Jesus Christ and for the Bible. 


Set.—John 1 : 1-14. Christ the Light. 

Life and light always go together: « In 
him was life, and the life was the light of 
men,”’ Light means sight. Sight is the 
application of light through vision. It re- 
quires life. Seeing is life enlightened and 
adjusted through vision. Christ came to 
give men power to see, to behold, to believe, 





and fia/ly to understand. . ‘* Eye hath not 
seen... the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that our eyes 


may be opened, that we may see the greatness ' 


of our Father's possessions and power; that 
we may be less satisfied with ourselves, know- 
ing we are bought with a price and belong 
to God. Pray that our lips may be he 5 
from saying unnecessary and unwort 
words; that we may guard them jor ping 
Sun.—Eph. 4: 17-32. Gentiles in Darkness. 
These verses show the ignorance of the 
soul-life without Christ. Alienated from 
God through ignorance in themselves they 
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die, These verses show. that alienation is 
due to mental vanity, clouded intelligence, 
heartless sight, petrified emotion, uncon- 
trolled indulgence, and avaricious lust. But 
we have not so learned Christ. Read care- 
fully the last of this chapter to know his 
renewing power, 

PRAYER SuccEstions: Pray for the 
schools, colleges, and universities of our own 
land and the world. For the new educa- 
tional institutions planned for China, and 
already under way, Pray that the princi- 
ples of Christ, and the laws of righteousness 
may be firmly established in thevery founda- 
tions of this new government, 





The Way to Complete Victory 


HE whole section, Luke 11 : 14-36, 
shonld be carefully read and studied, 
although verses 27-32 are not included 

in the lesson. Luke places it in the Perean 
ministry, and the solemnity of the teaching 
harmonizes entirely with this view. The 
time had come for the issues to be faced, 
and the attitude to Jesus Christ was either 
one of acceptance or rejection. But in Mat- 
thew 12 : 22-45 and Mark 3 : 19-30 the in- 
cidents are associated with a much earlier 
ay; in part of the Galilean ministry. 

e Croscup, ‘‘ Historical Charts ’’ (17, 19, 
and foot-note). As a general outline, the 
following may be considered: (1) Verses 
14-26, the serious opposition ; (2) verses 27, 
28, the womah’s exclamation ; (3) verses 29- 
32, the sign given; (4) verses 33-36, the 
solemn warning. 


. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 14-16, In 6:11 
there is a correspondence between the 
charges against Jesus Christ in Galilee. (as to 
the Sabbath) and those at Jerusalem in John 
5: So here the charges agree with those in 
John 8: 48(‘‘demon ’’) and 10:29(** mad.’’), 
Thus John seems to agree with Luke’s, set- 
ting. Careful notice should be taken of the 
fact that while there is only one Devil there 
are many demons (Luke 4: 2). The famil- 
iar word is ‘* Beelzebub,’’ but the spelling, 
etymology, and meaning of the name are all 
quite uncertain. Some texts read ‘‘ Beelze- 
bul.’”? The word is only found here in the 
whole Bible. ‘‘ Beelzebub’’ does not ap- 
pear in any Greek manuscript of the New 
‘Testament, and if we abandon this spelling 
we must give up all connection with the 
‘*god of flies’’ associated with the Philis- 
tine city of Ekron. This thought, seems to 
have come from the Greek and Josephus, 
implying the god who averts plague from the 
south coast, of Palestine. The other read- 
ing, ‘* Beelzebul,’? may mean ‘‘ Lord of the 
House ’’; that is, ‘‘ of Heaven,’ or a phrase 
implying ‘‘idolatrous abomination,’’ Ephe- 
sians 2 : 2 suggests the view, ‘* Lord of 
Heaven. 

The charge was due to the fear of losing 
influence, and so they attributed blasphemy 
to Christ, ascribing to the chief of demons 
His beneficent work. Others of his ene- 
mies tested Christ by seeking of him a sign 
from heaven (v. 16). This sign would dis- 
prove the charge of Beelzebub, and as they 
felt pretty certain he could not give the sign, 
the result would necessarily be a condemna- 
tion without any appeal. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 17-23. We see 
Christ’s’ knowledge of the secrets of men, 
for he ‘‘ knowing their thoughts’? met them 
with a very definite challenge. The folly of 
division could not possibly be imputed to 
one so shrewd aiid clever as the Devil. Be- 
sides, what about the pupils, or sons, the 
exorcists, or, it may be, ‘* your fellow-coun- 
trymen ">? "Tt is as though Christ said, 
* They do not work signs in heaven, and yet 
you: believe them.’’ Why then attribute the 
good work of Christ to the malign source of 
evil? The question at once arises whether 
Jesus Christ admitted Jewish exorcism (see 
Acts 19 : 13), or was he only referring to the 
well-known pretensions to it, employing 
what logicians call the argumentum ad hom- 
tnem, the,appeal tocommon sense. It would 
seem clear that during our Lord’s life andin 
the early days of the church the Devil was 
permitted to exercise exceptional power in 





order that the greater power of Christ and 
his gospel might be shown. It seems equally 
clear from verse 20 that Christ recognized 
the presence of demons, If, therefore, by 
divine power Jesus Christ was casting out 
demons the people might and should under- 


stand that 
them unawares. 

Wednesday.—Read verses 24-26. The sub- 
ject is continued under the figure of the evil 
spirit. To have an enemy expelied only, but 
not conquered, would be worse than useless, 
and a house which has no new tenant is in a 
similar case, Jesus Christ brings back the 
soul to God. No relapse is possible with 
him, but any one who flees from Satan with- 
out seeking Christ is certain to become more 

lessly involved than ever in the power 
of the Evil One. 

Thursday.—Read verses 27, 28. These 
two verses are peculiar to Luke, and exem- 
plify his partiality for the gospel in relation 
to womanhood. The enthusiastic utterance 
of the woman seems naturally to follow the 


’s kingdom had come upon 


crushing argument just addressed to his foes. 


It is a curious coincidence that the mother 
of Jesus Christ. had just come on the scene 
according to the account in Matthew 12 : 46 
and Mark 3 : 31. This is an illustration of 
emotion, without insight. It was indeed a 
great honor to be the mother of Jesus Christ, 
but such a relationship could necessarily 
only apply to one, am indeed, any mere 
physical relationship must be limited to a 
few. So that while our Lord frankly admits 
what the woman says he significantly an- 
swers, ‘* Yea, truly, but’’—there is a still 
greater blessing for those who hear and obey 
God’s Word. There are many passages 
which warn against mere feeling, or tides of 
emotion and enthusiasm apart from intellec- 
tual conviction and practical conduct. 
Friday.—Read verses 29-32. Now Jesus 
Christ answers the demand for a sign (v.16). 
The references to Jonah, the Queen of 
Sheba, and the men of Nineveh should be 
carefully studied in the Old Testament pas- 
sages, It is impossible to doubt that our 
Lord here sets his seal. on the historic 
accuracy of these episodes of former ages. 
What was the sign of Jonah? Not merely 
his preaching of repentance, but his experi- 
ence, which was a symbol of Christ’s burial 
snd resurrection. The contrast between the 
Queen of Sheba and the Jews is also striking ; 
she was a heathen, and they were God’s 
people ; she came from a distance, and they 
were at hand; she came to Solomon, and 
yet Jesus Christ was greater, 
Saturday.—Read verses 33-36. Then our 
Lord applies the truth in general to those 
before tim, The light that they had they 
were refusing to see, and So they were warned. 
They should be open if they wished to see. 
Christ is the light, and God_ has not lighted 
it to put in.a corner, but in a preminent 
place. But it is with this splindt dss as it 
is with the lamp and our body. To the light 
outside there must be a corresponding organ 
of sight inside, and on the latter depends 
the light we get. From the inward part of 
a sanctified soul there goes forth a radiance 
which illuminates everything. 
Sunday.—Read through the whole pas- 
sage. There are two special lessons con- 
nected with Christian holiness, 1. Christ 
gives victory over sin, It is a well-known 
principle in warfare, ‘‘ Divide and conquer,”’ 
and just as Satan will not divide his forces, 
so Jesus Christ: gives complete victory over 
sin. Satan is the great enemy in full posses- 


( Continued on next page) 
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The Sunday School 
Workers’ Library 


By 
Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D. 
Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Rev. A. F. Schauffier, D.D. 
Mrs. M. G. Kennedy 


And Others 
Sparks from the oy ag ne Anvil 


Practical Belew. Every Sunda pee 
Workes B F. SCHAUFFLER, 274 
pp. Cloth, $1100. 


The Teacher, the Child, and the Book; 


Or, Practical Suagestions and Py = for Sum 
day School Workers. B A. F. ScHAUFFLER, 
296 pp. Cloth, $ oO. 


Ways of Working ; 

Helpful B's Lg Sendey School Officials and 
‘Teachers, F. Scnaurrrer, D.D. 
232 pp. ‘lo? $1100. 


Sunday School Problems 


A Book of Practical Plans for Sunday School 
‘Teachers and Officers. By Amos R. WELLS. 297 
pp. Cloth, $1.00. 


Sunday School Essentials 
What Every Bot Spedey School ‘Yeacher and Super- 
intendent the Most in Order to Win Suc- 
cess. By Amos R. WELLS. 253 pp. Cloth, $1.00. 


The Front Line 
of the Sunday School. Movement 


A Volume pactical, oe and Suggestions for 
All Sunday School Worker rv. F. N. 
Pe.ouset, D:D., author of “*Select Notes.”’ 
240 pp. Cloth, $1.00. 


Our Boys and Girls 


How to Interest and Instruct them in Bible Srody. 
By M. G. Kennepy. 128 pp. Cloth, 75 cents 


The Blackboard in the Suaday School 


By Henny Turner Barrey. Price, 78 cents 
postpaid. 

Hints and Ya to amateurs. Sample lessons 
presented in ace beautifully susteetet, showin 
the method of teaching by means of the blackboard, 
picture diagram, acrostic and outline. 


The Blackboard Class 
for Primary Sunday School Teachers 


By Frorence H. Darneri. Price, 28 cents 
postpaid. 
The happy medium between.practice and theory, 


giving just enough of both to enable one to draw, , 


reely and Faye some of. the common and most, 
useful subjects of Sunday-school illustration, while 
the explanations of the theory are extremely clear. ' 


For Sale by all Booksellers 


Rand McNally Bidg., Chicago. "20 Boytston | St., Bostos 
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Advantages 


MEN Model . 
AND WOMEN eo. 
For all kinds of Dormitory Rooms. 
. Christian Work, Cosmopolitan 
City. 
TUITION FREE, Wonderful 
Climate. 
STUDENTS Pi ha Efficient 
ENTER AT ‘ : ‘/—2""" Organization. 
ANY TIME. New Buildings to be Ready September 1, 1914 Practical Results. 





Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Cal. 
Dr. R. A. Torrey, Dean 





Course of Instruction 
Covering two years 





Departments 


The Institute is conducting 








Bible Introduction. 
Book Study. 
Chapter Summary. 
Personal Work. 
Bible Doctrine. 
Analysis. 

Christian Evidences. 
Missions. 

Sermon Preparation. 
Practical Work. 
Teacher Training. . 
Methods. 


aggressive work in the follow- 
ing departments—with com- 
petent superintendents : 
Popular Evening 
Classes in Building. 

. Extension Classes. 
Evangelistic Work. 
Spanish Mission. 
Jewish Work. 

Shop Meetings. 
Oil Fields. 
Yoke Fellows Hall. 








Music. 
Special Lectures. 








Seamen’s Work. 
Bible Women. 
Book Room. 











@ 35 persons giving their whole time to the work. 
q@ ‘‘ The King’s Business,’’ the monthly organ of the Institute. 
@ Send for catalogue, giving full particulars. 


T. C. Horton, Superintendent, Los Angeles, Cal. 











Bible Teachers Training 


TEACHERS OF SPECI 


Efficient Sunday School leadership must rest u 





School (interdenominational) 


TRAINING ARE DEMANDED 
n thorough knowledge of the Bible. 
In addition to its schools of theology and of missions, this School includes two of great value to the men 
and women who regard Bible teaching as a high form of service, worthy their best endeavor. They are— 
THE SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS PEDAGOGY 
THE SCHOOL FOR BIBLE TEACHERS 
Both are worked out on the fundamental principles of the School : Knowledge of the Bible in the mother- 
tongue, and the courses of related studies scientifically constructed about the 
Send for catalogue fully describing them, Address, mentioning this paper, 


Bible Teachers Training School, 541 Lexington Ave., New York. Publishers The Bible Magazine 


ible as the controlling center, 











Inter- 
denominational 
PURPOSE. To train for Foreign Missionary Work. 
sicians and teach 
DEPARTMENT'S. 
Musical, Linguistic 
MEDICAL T 
Lectures with Clinical and Dispensary Werk. 


Union Missionary Training Institute 


INSTRUCTORS. A faculty of thirty pastors, phy- 
ers. 

Biblical, Literary, Medical, 
tic. 

TRAINING DEPARTMEN’. 200 


Write freely to Mrs. L. D. OSBCRN, Principal, 131-132 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y, 


Co- 
educational 
ORIENTAL LANGUAGES. Fourteen can be 

taught, if needed, almost wholly by native 


teachers. 
SOME RESULTS. 188 students have gone to 
twenty-five countries under twenty-four Mis- 
_sionary Societies, and 33 are in Home Work. 
REGULAR CHARGES. ' $100 per year. 











For Bible Classes of Girls 


The National Board of the Young 
Wener't Christian Associations spe- 
ci in Bible texts prepared for 
girls or people in general, many 
of them not s e—allotthem _ 
notably inexpensive. For example: 


rs in the Bi . By Ernec Cuter. 
rr bey outdoor people of both Tes- 
taments : , the troedts epherd ; Sing- 
ers in the Vineyards, etc. Paper, 18 cents. 
Women of A it isracl. By Cuantorre H. 
Apams. Ten character stcdies of Old Tcsta- 
ment women, such as Sarah, Partver in a Su- 


Out Ket 


preme Enterprise; the Shunammite Hostess, 
etc. Cloth, 40 cts.; reinforced linen, 25 cts. 
The Manh of the Master. By Harry 
MERSON Fospick. The distinctive qualities 


of Christ’s character: His Joy, His Indigna- 
tioa, His le of Values, ae "Roarde, SO cts. 

Jesus, the Man of Gaities. By Etvira J. 
rapared copeciiily tor pois ef High Betecs ine. 
repai es ally for girls of Hi ool age. 
Cloth, 60 cents; paper, 30 conts. a 

Send for price list describing many other Bible 
texts and publications bearing on Chcistian 
and social work with young people, 


National Board 
Young Women’s Christian Association 
60 Lexington Avenue, - - New York City 








MASTER 
YOUR BIBLE 


THOROUGH BIBLE STUDY for YOU 


rou The Bible To-Day ist? 


A Bible Correspondence Course of splendid 
scope and arrangement, conducted by the 
Rev. J. W. Kemp of Edinburgh, will en- 
able you to TER your Bible. Most 
thorough and the cheapest published in 
America. You can study alone or with 
others. Begin now. An opportunity to 
know your Bible as you have always wanted 
to, making you more efficient as a scholar 
and teacher of the Holy Scriptures. 

Sample copy of ‘‘‘The Bible To-Day,”’ 
containing monthly lessons, with further 
particulars of Course, ro cents. Annual 
subscription for ‘‘The Bible To-Day,"’ 75 
cents. Enrollment fee for Correspondence 
Course, $1.00. Students in every nation. 
Thousands abroad have enrolled. Join 
mow. Address 

THE NATIONAL —s INSTITUTE 








(Don 0, Shelton, Pres.) 56 Fifth Ave., New York 
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JOURNEYS of JESUS. A Book for Sunday School 
Teachers. Publishers’ price $2.25. Reduced, post- 
paid, $1.50. Mennonite Pub'g Co., Elkhart, Ind. 
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sion of the soul and armed at every point 
(21), and yet Christ is the great deliverer 
(22). The armor of Satan may be strong, 
bat the.armor of God is stronger (Eph. 6: 
11-18), All through the New Testament 
the thought of holiness involves complete 
victory. ‘* More than conquerors ’’ (Rom. 
8:37). 2. The soul n sincerity and 
simplicity of attitude towards Christ (34-36). 
This is another secret of holiness, The one 
requirement is singleness of eye, meaning 
simplicity and sincerity of motive and atti- 
tude. hen this is shown, the whole of 
hey is ‘full of light, having no part 
dark.’’ 


Questions for Additional Study 


1. The personality and power of Satan, 
From this passage references can be obtained 
to others, and the entire subject’ of the bib- |, 





This is evidently a fact in the New 


JANUARY 24, I914 


lical revelation of Satan should have careful 
attention, One of several helpful books is 
** Satan,’* by L. S, Chafer (Gospel Publish- 
ing House, 50 cents). 

2. The presence and power of evil spirits. 
esta- 
ment, and according to reliable authorities 
certain features in the mission field are at- 
tributed to the same source, See John L. 
Nevius, ‘*Demon Possession and Allied 


Themes ” (Revell, $1.50). 


3- The Golden Text (35) is the subject of 
two most valuable sermons which should, if 
povetels, be carefully studied. One is by Dr. 

. C. Trumbull,‘ in ‘Shoes and Rations 
fora Long March,”’ p. 217 (Scribner, $1.50), 
on ** Moral Color-Blindness.’’ other 
is by Dr. W. L. Watkinson, in ‘* The Blind 
Spot, and Other Sermons ’’ (Revell, 50 cts.). 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 





Why a Bible Correspondence Course ? 


One of the editors cof The Sunday School 
using a correspondence course, and shows 


Times gives his personal experience in 
how it can help effective Bible study 


J 





Have you met in your own Bible study any of the experiences mentioned in this 
article ? If you have taken a Bible correspondence course, or if you are led to 
enter upon one by the suggestions in this issue of the Times, the Editor would 


welcome a letter from you tellin 


you have gotten out of it. The Sunday S 


just how you have used the course and what 


chool Times has a plan by which you 


can take up a Bible correspondence course without money cost to yourself, and 


information about the plan will be aT 
that you are intereste 


HEN I first undertook this Bible Cor- 
respondence Course I was in the sit- 
uation of most Christians who like to 

study the Bible: I had not time for even 
such a time-saving plan as a Bible Cor- 
respondence Course. But I have found that 
I usually take time for certain things that I 
want to do very much, and because I thought 
I ought to do some real, definite Bible study, 
I decided to go in for this course. This par- 
ticular course includes a complete survey of 
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and 
covers also a study of important words and 
doctrines of Scripture. But my new discov- 
eries in Bible study as a result of following 
this method might come with any other of 
the well-known courses, 

The first interesting thing that I discov- 
ered about this correspondence course was 
its text-book.’ Not long ago I was talking 
to a friend who is a student in one of the 
leading seminaries. I was asking him about 
the various studies and the text-books that 
were used, and the preparation needed for 
the examinations, [I- happened to mention 
the Bible incidentally, and he exclaimed : 

‘*Oh, we don’t spend much time in Bible 
study. The Bible would not be of much use 
to me in preparing for any of the examina- 
tions. We do have a course in the study of 
the English Bible, but even in that course 
the outlines that are given and the lectures 
are the things to go after in preparing for the 
exams,”’ 

He overdrew the picture a little in 
suggesting that they didn’t have much use 
for the Bible in the seminary except as a 
text-book for studying Hebrew and Greek. 
But in any event, there is no doubt about 
the text-book of this Bible Correspondence 
Course. It is ‘* Bible’’ study, and the Bible 
is the text-book. 

Of course, there are outlines and suggest- 
ive helps and definite guidance in how to 
get the most out of the study of the Book, 
but one thing is kept constantly before the 
student—that the most important thing in 
Bible study is to study the Bib/e. I was 
quite delighted over this feature, because I 
had been deeply impressed with something 
I heard Dr. Griffith Thomas say at one of 
the summer conferences of the past year. 
Iie gave us a list of things that Bible study 
ought to be, and one of these things was 
that it ought to be direct,—it ought not to 
be second-hand. Second-hand Bible study 
is the reading of commentaries or devotional 
books to find what some one else has gotten 
directly from the Word. Direct study is 
going to the Book and hearing what the 
Spirit has to say directly to ourselves. I re- 
member that Dr. Thomas gave the illustra- 
tion of milk as a food which passes through 
the digestion of the cow before it reaches the 
stomach of the man. And so, he says, much 
of our Bible study has been predigested be- 
fore it reaches us. He had nothing but 
hearty words for the devotional books and 
their great usefulness (he has written a few 
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himself), but they should not interfere with 
direct Bible study. : 

Even in this Bible course I am speaking 
of, and perhaps in others also, there is the 
danger that the course may be used to inter- 
fere with direct Bible study. There is, first 
of all, the background of the whole Christian 
belief of the author of the course. Fortu- 
nately most of ‘the well-known Bible cor- 
respondence courses are particularly noted 
for their strong adherence to the ‘‘ faith once 
delivered to the saints,’’ yet here also there 
is room for discrimination, and careful guid- 
ance should be sought in choosing the course. 

After the course has been chosen there is 
a wide difference in the way in which it may 
be used. To illustrate from the course which 
I am now taking: One section of the 
course is devoted to a study of the books of 
the Bible from Genesis to the Revelation. 
Outlines for each book are given, and the 
author’s interpretation of the significance of 
the book is, of course, given. I sometimes 
like to follow the plan of taking up the book 
independently, reading it through, making 
my own outline, and drawing my own conclu- 
sions, before referring to the correspondence 
text-book. Afterwards, I can compare the 
two results, and arrive at my final conclu- 
sions, perhaps going over the book again 
from the new point of view. Thus the out- 
lines given need not destroy the value of orig- 
inal work directly from the Bible. But there 
are many students who would be better 
helped by taking the outline that is furnished 
and working from that as a basis. The 
Cerrespondence Course is thus valuable in 
both ways, 


ND at another point the students tak- 
ing the same course will differ 
widely,—that is, in the thoroughness 

of the study. And here this Correspondence 
Course offers the opportunity for any kind of 
study, from light, superficial, but interested 
reading, to such a thorough study as would 
take a lifetime. The first sort of study, how- 
ever, would not win a diploma in the course, 
and this suggests another definite advantage 
of pursuing this correspondence plan. The 
examination questions cover rather thor- 
oughly the ground gone over, and very often 
I have found that things that I thought [ 
knew perfectly well, I did not know so well 
as to be able to write them down in answer 
toaquestion. ‘The questions compel definite 
knowledge about certain things, and thus 
there is a real test of just how much we are 
getting out of this Bible study. 

Perhaps the most interesting experience I 
have had was in adjusting my study in the 
Correspondence Course with my other neces- 
sary Bible study. There was the study of 
the International Uniform Lessons for my 
Sunday-school class, there was the Bible 
reading in family worship, there was the 
general Bible reading on some subject that I 
happened to be particularly interested in, 
and finally there was the devotional study 

(Continued on next page) 























LESSON FOR FEB. 8 (Luke 11 : 14-26, 33-36) 


Pao Soe oe Version 
ited by the American Revision 
xf Committee 


Nelson’s 
Topical Helps 


Bible 


The only way to know 
the Bible so as to intelligently 
any gto manga ton pedi ita 

ics, and st eve 
es ee in the Bible to that 


icular subject; then i 
ey yen 2 Nigel i 


This Topical Helps Bible 
which is the only one of its kind 
published, gives complete refer- 
ences on_ nearly leading 
be se For instance, on the 
nial poret os eae, es ta are 844 

parate references, roperly classified; 
on Prayer and Pra Ys y A are 125 

eet 
‘ai 





references ;. on Pro and Prophe 
213 references: on » 62 seleteat 
on Promises, 105 references, etc. 


In fact, on any topic that you may 
seek light, you find all Biblical refer- 
ences to it in the alphabetically arranged 

‘ index—answers to your questions, Prom- 
ises for your comfort and Illustrations in 
the vet <n Cy weer in the 

and understanda of the 
American Standard Bible. 


Just let us send you free, sam 
of the book and its references, Te 
may see for yourself what a remarkable 
Bible it is. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


_ 381.A Fourth Ave., Cor. 27th St, N.Y. City 
FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS 


Home Bible 
Study Course 


We offer you the most 
thorough and complete 
course in Bible study 
ever taught by any Bible 
correspondence institute 
in the world; for Sun- 
day School Workers 
and all Bible Students, 
‘This course will prove a 
great help in preparing 
the Sunday School lessons 
each week. ‘Testimonials and 
_particulars free. 

THE BIBLE STUDENT CO., Claremont, Cal. 
(Formerly of Canton, 0.) Prof. E.S. Young, D.D., Pres. 


STUDY 












-| one general plan. 
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for the Quiet Hour, How was all this Bible 
study to be related, in order to get the most 
out of it, and how was time to be found for 
doing all of it in a way that would win real 
results ? 
It is my practise to give at least an hour 
larly in the morning for a quiet time of 
Bible study and prayer. With many others, 
I feel that there is a distinction between the 
**feeding on the Word’? in the ** Morning 
Watch”’ and the definite Bible study re- 
quired by a Correspondence Course. But I 
could not help agreeing with what I once 
heard a great missionary say, that in his own 
experience he could make no distinction be- 
tween the reading andthe study of the Bible. 
He made careful notes during his Quiet Time 
devotions and found that the hard study and 
the meditations went together admirably. 


FELT in general the same way about this, 
but my real objection to following the 
Correspondence Course in the Quiet Hour 

was that it might hinder the liberty of the 
Spirit. For instance, I did not like the 
thought of going right through with the Old 
Testament in my quiet times in case my 
special need for the day would call for some- 
thing else. Again, I wanted to use only 
direct Bible study in my devotions, and did 
not want to use any outlines or coniments on 
the text. But all of this I found could be 
effected by the right use of the Correspond- 
ence Course. The chief end of the study of 
all Scripture is to find Christ in it, and I dis- 
covered that I might start with Genesis, and 
before finishing be over in an entirely differ- 
ent part of the Book. ‘Indeed it is very hard 
to study Genesis properly without drawing 
very freely on the New Testament Com- 
mentary. And so I have found that I might 
study Genesis and not in the least hinder the 
liberty of the Spirit from giving me a needed 
message from any other part of the Bible. 

For instance, in the study of the early 

verses, I turned from Genesis 1: 3: ‘* And 
God said, Let there be light : and there was 
light,’? over to’ 2 Corinthians 4 : 6, 7, - 
found there my message fot the day: ‘* It is 
God, that said, Light shall shine out of dark- 
fess, who shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.’”? On another 
day, when studying the sacrifice that Cain 
and Abel made, I found my day verse in 
Proverbs 15 : 8: ‘The sacrifice of the 
wicked is an abomination to Jehovah; but 
the prayer of the upright is his delight.’ 


HIS study has been independent, and 
there has been no reference to the Cor- 
respondence Course outline until after 

original study has been done. I am not 
confining the work on the course to the 
Quiet Hour, but the whole study is greatly 
enriched by this devotional use of the Scrip- 
ture covered. I have found it useful also 
to connect up the Sunday-school lesson with 
this general study of the Bible. This can be 
done by finding the relation of the lesson to 
the portion of the Scripture being studied at 
the time, and also by referring to the treat- 
ment in the Bible Correspondence Course of 
the part of the Bible from which the Sunday- 
school lessons are taken. In the same way 
all other Bible study may be related to the 


And so this Bible Correspondence Course 
is strengthening the impression that Bible 
study is at once the most fascinating and 
most important of all studies. Since it is, 
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itself. 


Distinctive Features 


I. The Course is in three crown octavo 
volumes, boxed. These are interleaved 
for the student’s own notes, and fur- 
nished with a topical, analytical index of 
immense value to students. 


The Course compels study of the Bible 
It is Nor a mere compilation of 


| things aéout the Bible. ; 


The Course /e/ps the student at all places 
where twenty-five years of experience 
have shown help to be needed. 


It has students and graduates in every 
land, and in every form of Christian work. 


V. The price is very low, and may be paid 
by instalments. | 


Send for FREE Prospectus. 
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struction. 


Titles and Prices: 


Sex Knowledge 


The only u 
accuracy. 


Physical Culture Magazine, N.Y; ‘* Directly 
B. S. Steadwell, Pres. World’s Purity 
Federation: ‘‘ One of the most valuable books ever written.”’ 


OVER HALF MILLION PUBLISHED TO DATE 


From all over the civilized world come orders for Shannon Books of self help and in- 
Purchasers order from one to ten additional copies for friends. 
Evangelists, Pastors, Christian Workers and Agents sell them by tens of thou- 
sands for good they do, while earning from $3 to $2 
** Perfect Manhood,’’ for men over fifteen ;, ‘‘ Perfect Wom- 
anhood,’’ for women over fifteen; cloth, 75 cents each. 
** Perfect Boyhood,’’ just what boys six to fifteen 
** Perfect Girlhood,”’ for girls of same age; ‘‘ How to Tell the Story of Life,’’ for 
parents and teachers; cloth, 40 cents each. 
** If I could retrace my steps to the marriage altar,’’ writes a reader, ‘‘ 1 would 
give $20,000 for the information contained in one of these volumes.” 
To Introduce to a Million New Customers, we will send the five great books listed 
above, all bound in one volume, postpaid for $1.25 
der *‘ Heredity Explained ”’ also, cloth, 75 cents. M 
author’s latest booklet, ‘‘ Spoonnig,’’ covering social problems hitherto untouched. *‘ Spooning”’ alone 15 cts. 


THE S. A. MULLIKIN CO., 702 UNION STREET, MARIETTA, OHIO 


ention ‘The Sun 


By PROF. T. W. SHANNON, A.M. 
International Lecturer and Author 
. of Eight Purity Books 


to-date books on Sex-Purity which combine simplicity with scientific 
ree from confusing medical and technical terms. $ 5 


Safe, Sane, Scientific 


Christian Help for every parent ; a guide to proper instruction of children at ages of 
greatest danger ; sympathetic, warm-hearted counsel for boys and girls, young men 
young women, married or marriageable, and all matured people. ’ 
A separate volume for each or combined to suit. 


e Marion Lawrance, Gen. 
Opinions from High Sources: Sec’y International S. S. 
Asso'n: ‘‘ Surely the key to the right understanding of life.”” Dr. 
Geo. W. Bailey, Pres. World's S. S. Asso'n: ‘* Should havea very 


wide circulation.” 
abreast with the times.”’ 


Lecturers, 


per day. Information on request. 


ears should know, and no more; 


Sell singly at $2.70..-Order mow and: save $1.45. Or- 
day School ‘Times and receive Se 








‘ee copy of 








Bible Atlas by Townsend MacCoun, A.M. 


This is a new work, showing every period of the Bible in Geogra 
and History. It contains 38 physical Maps of Palestine, based nad 
the results of an actual survey, with an identification of the Biblical sites 
as far as known ; also 82 progressive historical maps, embracing a 
special map for each specific period of the country's history, from the 
earliest date to the present time. ; 

‘These Maps have been endorsed by historical authorities and 
by religious workers, irrespective of creed, as the best maps on the 
subject ever printed. It is a work that will be appreciated by. the Pastor, 
Sunday School Teacher and all Bible Students. ‘This little book will 
Sell itself on sight to busy pastors and other Bible students. Too much 
can hardly be said for this Atlas as a practical historical geography for 
constant use.''— The Sunday School Times, October 18, 191}. 


Price, $1.00, Postage Paid. Edition with Text $1.50, Postage Paid. 
Both editions beautifully bound in flexible leather with gold stamp. 


L. L. POATES PUBLISHING CO., 22 NORTH WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
JUST GET ACQUAINTED @ Ask any Teacher who uses “ Tarbell’s.” 


TAR B EF] i 9 @, There’s a reason why that he will be glad to tell. 


@ Enough said. It is not too late to join the § 00 
TEACHER'S GUIDE | net 


ranks for 1914. Whatever helps you now have 
. Postpaid 
By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 


I must increasingly give it. the first plaee in 
my life, and adjust other reading and study 
to suit. All are not so placed as to be able 
to give the same time to Bible study and 
prayer. But it seems to me that a fair pro- 
portion for every one might be to give at 
least as much time to Bible study and read- 
ing as is given to all other study and reading 
put together, apart, of course, from the study 
and reading required in a regular school 
course or in business. And for the average 
man or woman, whether college graduate or 
one who has had but little training, one of 
the wisely recommended correspondence 
courses will be found perhaps the most effi- 
cient helper in getting rich results. 





BY CORRESPONDENCE 








ThePhillips Bible Institute 


of Canton, Ohio. By Correspondence or Resident 
Courses trains men and women to become more efficient 
Bible Students. lfitis yourambition to enter the ranks 
of the ministry, evangelistic work, Bible School special- 
ist, or any other field of Christian service whereby you 
wish to increase your Gnowtades of the Bible and et- 
ciency in service, our courses will help you. Positions 
found for students taking resident courses. Full ex- 
Poniirs} particulars and advice cheerfully given. 


HILLIPS BIBLE INSTITUTE, 215 W, Niath St., Canton 0. 
Oskaloosa CoWege—Extension Courses 


Courses of especial interest to Bible students and to 
Sunday School workers; also to ministers desiring to 
complete their work for the B. D. and other college de- 
grees. Instruction bewey es attention prompt, prices 
reasonable Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 























just try Tarbell s this year. 
Fleming H. Revell Company (frre"izs ne 'wenean ave. | 79302? 
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Books Worth Noting 














Study the Bible 
- By the Bible 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Has Helps on the page where needed. 

An Introduction and Analysis of each 

ok, 

A new Chain Reference System. 

Clear, black-face type. 

Its references and notes are so clear and 
comprehensive that they are equal to a full 
Bible study course. 


it Teaches 
How to Study the Bible 


Prices: é 
On Fine White Paper from $1.50 to $5.00 
On Oxford India Paper from $6.50 to $11.00 
Send for complete descriptive Booklet. 


Oxford 
Teachers’ Bibles 


With New and Up-to-daie Helps 
Arranged in A B C order. 


Over 3,000,000 Copies Seid 
** They are known from Greenland’s | 
Mountains to India’s Coral Strand.’’— 7) 
Bookshelf From $1.50 upward 


Helps to the 
Study of the Bible 


An invaluable aid to all Bible Students. 
ix 4 Contains Summaries to each Book—His- 
tory and Antiquities of the Jews—Results of 
modern. .discoveries—Concordance and Sub- 
ject [dex to the Bible—Harmony of the 
Life of Citrist—124 full-page plates, etc., ete. 
Cloth. 846 Pages. $1.50 Postpaid 


OXPORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32nd Street, - . . - New York 


























A Jewish Rabbi 


Found the Messiah, 


the Lord Je:us Christ, 
and is now preaching 
Him to 300,000 Jews of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
issues a monthly paper 
entitled ** The Chosen 
People.” ‘his paper 
tells about the persecu- 
tions, hard work and glo- 
Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn rious victories © experi- 
enced in two active missions. Read it. 
Subscribe now. A sample copy sent you 
tor 10 cts, Price 50 cts. a year. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue, - Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DR. JAMES M. GRAY SAYS: 


*After the Bible, a Concordance, a Bible dictionary, 
and perhaps an all-round work like Angus’ ‘ Bible 
Hand-Book,’ the next: book I would recommend as 
indispensable for the library of the pastor, missionary 
or Christian worker of to-day is, ‘ Christianity and 
Anti-Christianity in Their Final Conflict,’ by 

ev. Samuel J. Andrews, he who wrote ‘ ‘Ihe Life of 
Our Lord.’ ere are no wild fancies, no foolish set- 
ting of times and seasons, no crude and sensational 
interpretations of ap ony but a calm setting forth 
of what the Bible says on the most important 
subject for these times. e Christian leader who 
does not know these things is mo leader, but the blind 
fending the blind. And, oh, there are so many of such 
jeaders 


Christianity and Anti-Christianity in 
Their Final Conflict 
By Rev. Samus. J. ANpREws. Fine cloth covers, 302 
pp.,6%x9X ins. Price reduced to $1.50 net postpaid. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
sls North La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


All About the Bible ®” Sits% <s'" 


Its origin, translation, plan, rivals. 

Its authority, authorship, antiquity. 

Its people, customs, money, laws 

Its prophecies, promises, precepts, warnings. 

Its inspiration proved—supposed errors explained. 
A cyclopedia of facts from undoubted authorities 


2mo, 400 pp., full cloth bd, only $1.00, post. free. 
P.H. Revell Co. ,158 5th Ave.,N.Y. 125N.Wabash, Chicago 






























When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





The Final Struggle of This Age 
This article reviews Christianity and 
Anti- Christianity in their Final Conflict, 

by Samuel J. Andrews, D,D. 


VER since the late Dr. Samuel J. An- 
drews published his ‘ Life of Our 
Lord,’’ many readers have" learned to 

look for everything from his pen, - Seldom 
does any one write with such erudition and 
yet with such spirituality and simplicity. In 
the volume, ‘Christianity ,and Anti-Chris- 
tianity in Their Final Conflict’ (now issued 
in a new edition), Dr. Andrews turns our 
thoughts to the future, and bids us look at it 
in the light of the present. 

The special purpose of this volume is to 
inquire what Scripture teaches us about the 
anti-Christ, and how far we may.see in the 
history of the church and-in the tendencies 
of our own day a foreshadowing of and a 
preparation for that person, After a sketch 
of the yarious beliefs in the church reso 
ing the anti-Christ, as represented wy ciearty 
marked periods, we are introduced first to 
the teachings of the Bible. Those who have 
never faced the mass of Seripture material will 
be surprised at the-resuits here presented. 

Part IL treats of ‘*The Falling Away of 
the Church,’’ and this is shown in relation 
to Christ, to the Holy Spirit, and to the 
world, Again, there is an immense amount 
of biblical material of a most valuable kind. 

Part III naturally follows, dis®ussing 
** Tendencies in Our Day Preparing the 
Way of the Anti-Christ,’’ and in the course 
of the treatment we are introduced to a 
number of modern tendencies like Panthe- 
ism, Biblical Criticism, Science, Literature, 
the Press, and Christian Socialism. ‘The 
knowledge of our own day,revealed in this 
section is as minute as it is balanced and 
accurate, and no one can ponder these deeply 
interesting chapters without gaining a re- 
markable insight into matiy deading move- 
ments of the present age. , 

In Part IV the author depicts ** The Reign 
of the Anti-Christ,’’ and-deals with the future 
in the light of what he-beliéves. to be the 
teaching of Scripture, 

Dr. Andrews then inquires what truth 
needs to be most distinctively proclaimed for 
the defense of Christians against these deadly 
foes, and his answer is, ‘‘ Beyond all ques- 
tion it is the doctrine of the Incarnation.”’ 
This is exactly. in harmony with what we 
know of the Apostle John’s attitude to the 
errors and evils of his day. 

The book shows a remarkable grasp of the 
subject, a profound mastery of the material, 
and an ample scholarship that always im- 
presses and often carries conviction, It is not 
at all surprising that Dr, James M. Gray 
should urge all pastors, missionaries, and-‘Sun- 
day-school teachers to read this-book: It-will 
indeed provide a key to unlock many a mod- 
ern mystery, and at the same time provide a 
refreshment for drooping faith and.weaken- 
ing hope. 
Colportage Association, $1.50 net.) 


% 


** Jesus Said’’ (Selected by Frances E. 
Lord).—The avowed aim of the little book, 
** Jesus Said,’’ is ‘to present the final word 
that has been, or can be, spoken on the 
pressing questions of: life in such shape that 
it may be easily carried and daily studied.”’ 
In the compass of eighty-two pages. there are 
here spread before us forty-seven extended 
quotations from the Master’s words addressed 
to human needs, with here and there an 
illuminating footnote based on discriminating 
study of the Greek original. There is room 
for other books like it: and these may be ex- 
pected to follow—whether or not from the 
same hand. Our Lord’s recorded teachings 
are so broad, as well'as so apt, that wider or 
different experience cannot but suggest im- 
portant themes not here reached, though 
many of the most important are unfolded in 
these pages, (Sherman, French & Co., 75 
cents net.) 


The Girl and Her Religion (By Mar- 


|; garet Slattery).—This author is well known 


for her sane and practical thinking. Her 
interest in the physical and mental welfare 
of girls and their wholesome -recreation is 
secondary only to her interest. in their spirit- 
ual life. This volume is written with the 
sympathetic insight into a girl’s heart which 
makes a success of Miss Stattery’s work. 


(Chicago: The Bible Institute, 





She agrees with many political reformers 
that the handicaps which now surround girls 
in industrial life cannot be removed until che 
public conscience is thoroughly aroused. 
Although she plainly shows that Christ is 
the great help and need of these girls, one 
cannot but wish she had treated more fully 
of the victorious life Christian girls live in 
the midst of such handicaps. The recent 
investigations in our two greatest cities of 
the working-girl problem revealed this fact 
in such staring distinctness that it has be- 
come the chief stumbling-block, looming up 
unanswered and unanswerable before all the 
wise men’s theories. (Pilgrim Press, $1 net). 


Bible Problems Explained (By James 
M. Gray, D.D.).—The author has been in 
receipt of questions bearing on the problems 
of the Bible and the Christian life, and a 
number are here collected from various peri- 
odicals. The material was well worth res- 
cuing from serial form for more permanent 
use. The questions are divided into eleven 
chapters, dealing with such problems. as the 
Bible, God, Christ, the church, ministry, 
doctrine life, the Lord’s coming, the future 
lif 4srael, Satan, and modern ‘‘ isms.’’ 
Keaders of The Sunday School Times know 
what to expect from Dr, Gray, and here they 
will find him in many respects at his best. 
A subject index and index of Bible texts 
facilitate reference, and no one will consult 
these pages without receiving definite en- 
lightenment (Revell, 50 cents net). 


The Topical Helps Bible.—This Bible 
is the American Standard Version, and it 
has been prepared for those who are study- 
ing Scripture for Bible Readings and Bibie 
Courses. A brief outline of the contents of 
the books, by the late Dr. A. T. Pierson, is 
given as an introduction, and at the end 
three hundred of the Subjects and ‘Topics of 
the Bible are arranged and classified in al- 
phabetical order. This edition is likely to 
prove of great service to preachers and 
teachers, for the divisions of the topics pro- 
vide a clear grasp of the subjects, and enable 
the student to proceed to furthers detail. 
There is also a Harmony of the Gospels 
taken from Dr. Andrews’ well-known, work ; 
also a brief statement of New ‘Testament 
chronology, and a number of clear — 
with plans. ‘The type is known as ‘* black- 
faced minion,’’ and the proper names are all 
marked with the pronunciation, Altogether 
it is a clearly-printed, convenient, and help- 
ful edition for ordinary use. (‘Thomas Nelson 
& Sons, 90 cents to $7.20, according to 
binding ; postage, 13 cents.) 





Wondered Why 
Found the Answer was ‘‘ Coffee’’ 


Many pale, sickly persons wonder for 
years why they have to suffer so, and 
eventually discover that the drug — 
caffeine—in coffee is the main cause of 
the trouble. 

‘*T was always very fond of coffee and 
drank it every day. I never had much 
flesh and often wondered why I was 
always so pale, thin and weak. 

‘‘About five years ago my health com- 
pletely broke down and I was confined 
to my bed. My stomach was in such 
condition that 1 could hardly take suf- 
ficient nourishment to sustain life. 

‘*During this time I was drinking 
coffee, didn’t think I could do without it. 

‘‘After a while I came to the conclusion 
that coffee was hurting me, and decided 
to give it up and try Postum. When it 
was made right—dark and rich—I soon 
became very fond of it. 

‘*In one week I began to feel better. 
I could eat more and sleep better. My 
sick headaches were less frequent, and 
within five months I looked and felt like 
a new being, headache spells entirely 
gone. 

‘*My health continued to improve and 
to-day I am well and strong, weigh 148 
pounds. I attribute my present health 
to the life-giving qualities of Postum.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. Grocers sell both kinds. 

**There’s a reason” for Postum. 
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Published for 


Sunday-School 
Workers 


The Sunday School 
at Work 
Edited by John T. Faris, D.D. 
The series of Sunday School Man- 
uals issued by the Board of Publica- 
tion have proved so helpful that re- 
quest has been made for a book of 
tested Sunday-school methods. This 
volume is the response to the demand, 
It has been prepared by Sunday 
School workers of national and inter- 
national reputation, The interested 
worker will quickly see this opportu- 
nity of gaining a broader view and in- 
creased efficiency, $1.25 net, post- 
paid. 


Devotional Life of the 
Sunday School Teacher 
By Jj. R. Miller, D.D. 


It is a stimulating exhortation to 
the Sunday-school teacher to realize 
the responsibility and ‘the privilege of 
**the highest work given to mortals— 
that of winning souls.’’ A book that 
every Sunday-school teacher should ° 
read, and one that will be found help- 
ful in many ways. 50 cents net, 
55 cents postpaid. 
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Learning to Teach 
from the Master Teacher 
By John A. Marquis, D.D. 

A message for Sunday-school teach- 
ers by a man who knows the teachers’ 
problems. He tells the elements of 
isene success as a teacher and shows 

ow the teacher of to-day can follow 
in His footsteps. It will strengthen > 
every teacher, and will inspire allwho | 
read it. 35 cents, postpaid. a 


Ten Don’ts for 
Sunday School Teachers 
By Amos R. Wells 

These messages from a Sunday- 
school teacher, pointed, sympathetic, 
and suggestive, will be found helpful 
by every one who longs for increased 
efficiency. 25 cents, postpaid. 





Presbyterian 
Board of Publication 


Headquarters: 
PHILADELPHIA, therspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave, St. Louis, 3138 N. Tenth St, 
Chicago, 609 8S. Wabash Ave. San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. 
Cincinnati, 420 Elm‘St. Portland. Ore., 132 Tenth St. 
Nashville, 415 Church St. Pittsburgh, 204 Fulton Bldg. 














THE GORDON SCHOOL 


A School of the Bible, of culture, of 
preaching, of missions, of prayer and of 
methods. 


‘Theological standards, practical! train- 
ing. Interdenominational. Tuition free. 
Men and women who desire to com- 
bine studies of high grade with the deep- 
est and simplest gospel spirit are cor- 
dially welcome. 


. . 
For catalogs, terms of admission, or 
personal correspondence, address 


DEAN NATHAN R. WOOD 
The Gordon School Boston, Mass. 











Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union Training School 


in connection with’ the Southern Baptist. ‘Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, prepares young 


women for service on Foreign and Home mission 
fields. Species courses offered for City Missionaries, 
Sunday School, Church and Settlement workers. 


Term—October rst to June rst. Tuition free. For 
catalogue and information apply to 


Mrs, Maud R, McLure, 334 E. Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 


“* OME -MAKING, THE NEW PROFESSION.” is a xo0-pp. il- 
lustrated handbook—it’s F Kk. Home study 
Domestic Sctence courses. For home-making, teach- 








| 





ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 
Home Economics, soz W. 6oth St., Cucaco, ILt. 





When answering advertisements, please 


‘ mention The Sunday School Times. 
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teaching, you 


of 
terested in the 
sch |o 
m 
Balopticon 
TE aie pamebeeen aieere. 
Rate prgeedon of purus oss, ttt Pht 
posteards, etc. 


Model C $25 up. 
Continent Belertiene for both lantera 
slides and opaque objects, $80 up. 
Write to-day for descriptive circulars de- 
tailing different ts and their uses. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
527 St. Pau! St.. oa. @ Rochester, N. Y. 


| Justalittle better 


than any of its forty 
predecessors in its 
fulness of explana- 
tion, illustration 
and anecdotes—its 
wealth of material 
and its practical 
-helpfulness for 


teacher ‘and pupil. 
Price, $1.00 net 
Postpaid, $1.15 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 
Rand-McNally For sale 
Bidg., Chicago 











INCREASE THE ATTENDANCE OF YOUR 
CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 


700 PER CENT 


BY ADOPTING AND USING 
NEW 
Hallowed Hymns wots 
NEARLY 500,000 ALREADY IN USE. 
THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES USING IT. 
Round or Shaped Notes. 256 Pages, 100 New Songs,Respons- 
ive Readings, $25 per 100 not prepaid. 35c per copy by mail. 


Returnable samples mailed to “earnest inguirers.” 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., - - NEW YORK OR CHICAGO 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 
386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, jocents. Send for a sample copy. 
The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


=imtee™™ EASTER SERVICES 


ill be mailed to any Pastor, Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or Chairman of Music Committee who will 
mention this pager ane state denomination. Unusu- 
ally attractive offerings for 1914. 


Tullar-Meredith Co. 3°: We.itagvon’ Sc2’Chicago 
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The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
‘By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, February 8, 1914 
Twelve Great Verses. II. The Safety 
Verse (Psa. 27 : 1). Consecration 
meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The safety Psalm (Psa. 91 : 1-16). 
Turs.—Everlasting arms (Deut. 33 : 24-29). 
WED. —Safe in trial (2 ‘Tim. 4 : 9-18). 
THURS. —Safe in the fire (Dan. 3 : 19-25). 
FRI.—Trustful love (Isa. 26 : 1-7). 
SaT.—Fear not (John 6 : 16-21). 











Why should we be unafraid ? 

Why is Psa. 23 a safety Psalm ? 

Why does the removal of fear make us more 
efficient ? 


HE Lord has promised to take care of his 
disciples. Fre will keep his word. We 
can trust him to watch over us. On 

one of his journeys in Africa David Living- 
stone met with great difficulties, and he had 
much to discourage and alarm him. And at 
first he felt uneasy. As he tells the story in 
his journal : 

** Felt much turmoil of spirit in view of hav- 
ing all my plans for the welfare of this great 
region and teeming population knocked on 
the head by savages to-morrow. But I read 
that Jesus came and said, ‘ All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations—and lo, Z 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
It is the word of a gentleman of the 
most sacred and strictest honor, and there is 
anendon’t. I will not cross furtively by night 
as lintended. It would appear as flight, and 
should such a man asI flee? Nay, verily, I 
shall take observations for latitude and longi- 
tude to-night, though they may be the last, 
I feel quite calm now, thank God.’’ 


‘* The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
He'll never, no never desert to its foes. 
‘That soul though all hell should endeavor to 
shake, 
He'll never, no never, no never forsake. °’ 


% 


Martin Luther had learned this secret. He 
was warned not to goto Worms. Spalatin 
wrote to him that in spite of an imperial safe- 
conduct Huss had been burned. Luther re- 
plied, **I am coming, dear Spalatin, even if 
Satan tries to prevent me. ... 1 know that 
the mandate of Charles has been published to 
terrify me. Truly Christ lives, and I shall 
enter Worms in the face of the gates of hell 
and the princes of the air.’’ 


% 


. 

Hearts have been sustained by this Psalm 
in many ages. James Melville repeated this 
first verse in the pains of hisdeath. Francois 
de Sales encouraged his heart with it in the 
night time. Savonarola quoted it in the last 
paragraplis he wrote before his execution : 

‘* Bowed at the feet of the Lord, my eyes 
bathed with tears, I cried, ‘The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom then shall I 
fear; the Lord is’the strength of my life; of 
whom then shall I be afraid?’ Though a 
host of men were set against me, vet shall 
not my heart be afraid ; and though there rose 
up war against me, yet will I put my trust in 
him.’’ 

“ 

We need not fear for our safety with God. 

But, men say, many good men who trusted 
in God have been injured or lost in shipwreck. 
The ‘Titanic carried down to an indiscrimin- 
ate grave the godly and the godless. Quite 
true. God never promised that his children 
would be made immortal on the earth. He 
only promised to deliver them from all fear if 
they trusted him, and that promise he has 
kept. 

“ 

It is God’s own voice that bids us lay aside 

all fear. 


There is no room for fear with love. Per- 
fect love casts out fear. Thatis one of love’s 
chief joys. 

And God takes the fear away even from 
death. 


- When through the deep waters I call thee to 


go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow ; 
For I will be with thee.’’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Put Yourself in His Place 


HIS man inside the fire lines is watching his property burn. What does it 
mean to him? What would it mean to you if you were in his place? Would 
you be face to face with disaster or would you watch the smouldering 

remnants of your property with your mind occupied with plans for business re- 
habilitation, because somewhere in the ruins is the safe containing the inde- 


Hartford? 


destructible financial soul of your business—your fire insurance policy in the 


If your property burns, you can plan with absolute certainty, because for 


more than a hundred years the 


Hartford Fire Insurance Company 


has been furnishing just this kind of busines$ protection and 
has never failed to make good an honest loss. 


Since its organization it has -paid over 165 Millions for 


claims on property of its policyholders. 


This is larger indem- 


nity than has been paid by any other American Company. 


When Next You Insure : 


Insist on the Hartford 


BECOME 
A NURSE 


HE Chautauqua 
School of Nursing 
has trained thousands 
of women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
$25 a week as nurses. 
Send for a copy ot 
‘*How I Became a 
Nurse’’ and our 
Year Book—248 pages, 
with actual experiences of Chautauqua Nurses. Forty- 
eight specimen lesson pages sent free to all inguirers. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Maia St. Thirteenth Year. Jamestown, N. Y. 


jam CLASS PINS 


\S ¢ FACTORY TO YOU 

-~- For , School or Society : 
wo. 1673 Catalog with attractive , 

prices mailed free upon request. Special 

offer, either style of pins here illustrated 

with any three letters and figures, one or 

two colers of enamel. Sterling Sisver, 30c. we 

each; $3.00doz.; Silver Plate, 15c. each; $1.50 doz. 

BASTIAN BROS. CO., 504 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 















THE BSEST WAY 

THE WSE OF THE IND/V/DUAL 

Reena LOIMUN/ION SERVICE 4as in- 
sy CREASEO THE ATTENDANCE AT ITME 

4O0Rh05 SUPPER IN THOUSANOS 
a CRESS 47 WiLL 20 S50F0A 

. YOUR CHURTH 

= TRATED PRICE wre! ? nena 

INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 

. 1701-1708 Chestnut Street 
“| Address Dept. B Philacelphia 


Over 20,000 Churches 


now use the Thomas In- 
» dividual Communion 

rvice. Outfits°on trial. 
Communion Co. Box S,Lima,0§ 


one BELLS ' 


Peal McSuane Bri Founset Co.. Beinwont, Mo., U.S, 


Services, Anthems and Choir Cantata 
New Easter now vena. Copies sent on approval. 
Kingdom Songs, by C. Harold Lowden. 224 pp. 8 big 
features. $25 and oo. Send for full description. 


HEIDELBERG PRESS *i6,N, hittecnth St. 
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You can have a male quartet in your Sunday 
School or Church if you have our new book, 


Quartets and Choruses for Men 


The music is so good and so easy that any four 
baritones can use it. Ministers and Sunday- 
school workers should write for particulars. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE Sitic "Howse, ‘New Yort 


SAMPLE COPY SENT ON APPROVAL 


SONGS OF PRAISE 


new, with orchestration, is a different book. Its music 
stirs up interest. Let us send you a circular showing 
what Church and Sunday-school workers are saying 
about this wonderful Sunday-school song book. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE fixie trouse, New York 


SAMPLE COPY SENT ON APPROVAL 


Mapor Palestine for 1914 


Students’ map of Palestine showing .all of Christ’s 
jowners by arrowed lines, and locating on the map 
ull fifty. of the most noted Bible incidents. It is a 
real teacher of teachers, and for the lessons of 1914 it 
has no match, no mate, no equal. 22x34. Six colors. 
Folded, 50 cents; mounted, $1.00. If you do 
not like it, return it. and we will refund the money. 














Meigs Publishing Co.,Indianapolis,Ind. 





Ghe Sanday School Fines 


Philadelphia, January 24, 1914 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter.”’ 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘lhesé rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 

51.00 separate puabetans or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

$1.50 One copy, or any number of 

: = copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

. One free copy adidi- 

Free Copies tional will Sealieeed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Price Ever Offered. Sunday School Times Readers Will Need Them During 1914 as Never Before’ 


Less Than 3 Former Prices! 
They contain the richest, most. au- (—_iggy. 
thoritative treasures of fact and com-| gag y 


ONLY | 
mentary.on the Holy Word te. be | 
found in all sacred literature—newly “Ih 
















enlarged and enriched. Now 16 vol- 
umes. Every Sunday School Teach- 
er, Superintendent, Pastor, Bible 
Student, Evangelist and Christian |For Al Gash 
Home needs these books. Payments Price “LO 














Cruden’s Complete Concordance 
Thé alphabet of Bible use. Even the riches of the Bible are half useless if you. cannot 
tell where to find them. 756 pages. Former Price $1.50. 


Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s Commentary 
(2 vols.) Covers both Old and New Testaments, elucidating difficult passages, his- 
torical allusions, unfamiliar customs, and so on ; a massive storehouse of authoritative 
but lucid notes, concise but pregnant. 1,380 pages. Former Price $9.00. 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 


A great standard classic, never superseded. All serious Bible users need theif Smith 
only less than their Cruden. 1,024 pages, finely illustrated.. Former Price $4.50. 


Pausset’s Critical and Expository Cyclopedia 7 
A masterpiece of compressed riches ; 3,700 articles of enormous variety, condensed ‘yet §; } 
complete and thorough, handling both historical and expositional questions with the jj! 
highest scholarshipand grasp. -750 3-column pages, 6ooillustrations, Former Price $5- 


Kitto’s Hlustrated Bible History or 


A brilliant work of immense popularity, filling up the gaps in the Scripture narrative” 
atid completing it in'a rounded historic unity to the destruction’ of Jerusalem by Titus. 
735 2-column pages. 220 illustrations. Former Price $4.50. : 


Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah - © : 
(2 vols,). A vivid portrait of the society, life and intellectual and religious development 
of Christ’s Palestine, to serve as a background for his own portrait; by a world famous 
Christian Jewish scholar. 1,524 pages. Former Price $6.00, 


Conybeare & Howson’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul 


A: splendid work of enduring popularity and authority ; a lifelike picture of the great 
apostle and his work, an acute and illuminating commentary on his epistles, with a style 
at once full of fine scholarship and of literary charm. 917 pages ; many fine illustra- 
tions, maps, charts, etc. Former Price $4.50. 3 


Geikie’s Hours with the Bible (New Testament Series) 
(4 vols.) Dr. Geikie has enriched these volumes with knowledge gathered through wide 
reading and study and through information obtained first hand—having traveled in 
Egypt, Syria, and throughout every nook and corner of the Holy Land. His graphic 
explanation enables every teacher, Bible student and preacher. to put the old truths in 
cleat, fresh and winning form. 2,110 pages, richly illustrated: Pormer Price $6.00. 


Josephus’ Complete Works 
The priceless writings of the greatest Jewish leader and statesman in the generation after 
Christ. ;' History and Antiquities of the Pap ; the Roman-Jewish War, which stamped 
out-the Jewish nationality in blood and fire, etc. 978 pages. Former Price $4.00. 


Sanford’s Concise Cyclopedia of Religious Kno 
+ -. surprising treasury of information regarding Church and Bible History, D 
and Customs, Creeds and Sects, the early Chureh, Story of the Reformation, Ya 
Societies,Cathedrals,Churches,etc. 985 pages, beautifully illustrated. Former 


Gilbert’s 3,000 Selected Quotations 


A gold mine to speakers and writers.  Pithy and eloquent passages from the literature 
of all ages, with complete index of authors and subjects. ndenominational . but evan- 
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: Absolutely- Guaranteed... _gelical.' 681 pages. Former Price; $2.00. i 
Your Library is not complete Note the MONTHLY PAYMENT PRICES CASH PRICES Money y . 
= without these.-splendid Bible || Remarkably Complete Set, 16 Vois., $18.00 16 Vols., $16.00 | Oheerfully ’: | 
, ' Choice of 12 15.00 zm * 13.00 - 
Study Books. Every Book newly |} Easy Terms Choice of 10° « 14.00 10 « 12.00 | Refunded x 
made, handsomely Bound in Cloth and || On the Choice of 2 12.00 Ss a 10.00 | Books are 4 
Stamped in Gold. Average Size. of || Monthly Chole of - 6 SARs Bak. 8.00 | Not Entirely f 
Choice of 4 8.00 4 6.00 
Volumes, 94xGKx1X> Payment Plan | Choice of 2 « 4.00 2 * 3.50 | Satisfactory 
. : ' thly thereafter for sixteen months. Books 
How to OFder erred CALMRNT PLAN se soaaite 20 erie or tat sd Vea Drwenie ty Wecigkh ox capress caatgen” Sasteaers at remote points . 
or in foreign countries desiring us to prepay will send 30 cents per volume to cover cost of postage or express. Safe delivery guaranteed to ‘a 
any station in the country or to any mail point in the world. e will take back books that are not satisfactory in ten days after examination and return money, deducting : 
only the return transportation charges. As to our reliability, we refer you to the publisher of this paper or to any. commercial agency. Established 1866. f , 








| S. S. SCRANTON CO., PUBLISHERS, 82 Trumbull Street, HARTFORD, CONN. J 








